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 Editor’s 
Note 

Godess Bvutukwa - Editor

However, human rights violations in 
Zimbabwe do not only come in the 
form of a stick, or a police officer’s 
baton stick no. They come with the 
face of a new, ‘good’ law. The recently 
enacted Data Protection Act, and the 
Private Voluntary Organisation Bill are 
unpacked in articles by Tatenda 
M a v a m b o  a n d  D z i k a m a i  B e r e 
respectively, seek to suppress some 
universal freedoms of the human 
person. This magazine will continue to 
shine a torch into the dark cabinets of 
law and policy making in Zimbabwe, so 
that evils that are hidden under the 
hems and folds of laws may be 
exposed. To end on a positive note, 
Kenneth Magwada showcases the 
work that Zimrights, for instance the 
Constitution Clubs that they have 
initiated in many schools to ignite 
interest in civic participation from a 
young age. The hope is to build a more 
engaged citizenry and future human 
rights defenders.

magazine, the Defender sought to 
celebrate. Individuals like the late 
Dhewa Mavhinga and Makomborero 
Haruzivishe are featured by Everson 
Mashava and Tatenda Mavambo 
respectively. Priscilla Mashinge, a 
Midlands artisanal miner fighting for 
the rights of women artisanal miners is 
profiled by Perlagia T. Kapuya in a piece 
that talks about grassroots women 
human rights defenders. On a regional 
scale I profile the life of Archbishop 
Emeritus Desmond Tutu and how he 
married human rights and being a 
clergyman. 

In conclusion, it was such a thrill to be 
the very first editor of this very first but 
very important magazine!

‘ I  am n ot at  work,’  my father a 
policeman shouted back so he could be 
heard over the hullabaloo going at the 
white farmer’s farm. He gave the man, 
a number to call before ending the call. 
I have often thought about this man, 
and his family. Likewise, I have often 
thought about the woman that I met 
years later, who had bandage plastered 
across her face after being smashed 
with an iron by her neighbor who had 
accused them of being opposition 
supporters. I have thought of the buses 
that would enter the bus terminus in 
Karoi, overloaded with furniture 
belonging to people whose houses had 
been demolished during Operation 
Murambatsvina, and nowhere else to 
go but to their rural homes. I have 
often thought about the young man 
we met as field researchers in Uzumba 
Maramba Pfungwe, who had been 
command ed to  s leep  with  h is 
girlfriend whilst h is perpetrators 
looked on. Many did not categorise the 
treatment of former European farmers 
as human right abuses because the 
victims were Caucasian. But once we 
okay an abuse as okay because of one 
reason or another we open ourselves 
to abuse that tomorrow may be 
directed at us. Zimbabweans are still 
reaping the effects of their silence over 
the Gukurandi massacres because the 
thing that killed, maimed and raped 
those people in Matebeleland and 
Midlands regions faithfully came back 
to repeat history in 2008.

This is why human rights defenders 
have learnt that, an injury to one is an 
injury to all. These are the daredevils 
that have removed the tape of silence 
stuck on our mouths by those in 
power. They speak out and exercise 
their democratic rights to protest even 
when a human right infringement does 
not directly affect them. These are the 
heroes  and ‘sheroes ’  that  th is 

WELCOME

Our editor, a citizen activist, participated in the 
31 July 2022 anti-corruption demonstration. 

Her pic (above) was featured in many 
international news outlets. In this article, she tells 

the story of her participation for the first time.

y first brush with Mh u m a n  r i g h t s 
a b u s e s  i n  o u r 

beloved country was around 
the year 2000, during the 
height of the land reform. We 
were at home, in our modest 
police camp living room in 
t h e  e v e n i n g  w a t c h i n g 
television when my father’s 
phone rang. He answered the 
phone and there was so much 
background noise from the 
other end that he put the 
phone  on  speaker.  The 
anxious voice of a man who 
was obviously white shouted 
o v e r  a  d i n  t h a t  w a s 
threatening to swallow his 
voice up. ‘They are here. They 
are beating drums,’ he was 
shouting. ‘They are trying to 
break down the gate.’ 

Godess
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a simple - non-academic way. We 
want to present this as a lifestyle 
magazine, and yet offering top-drawer 
thought leadership for Zimbabwe’s 
human rights community.   

To do this we are partnering with 
human rights activists across the 
country, who themselves are the 
owners of this publication. We are 
privileged that our editor, Godess 
Bvukutwa-Chawatama, a great citizen 
herself has agreed to take up the task 
of running the publication with 
technical assistance from Dumisani 
Muleya. Other volunteers have come 
on board to join the editorial team. We 
are convinced this team will do a great 
job in keeping the paper grounded in 
the stories and experiences of human 
rights defenders across the country. I 
need to mention here that our 
understanding of a human rights 
defender is very broad, referring to the 
amazing citizens working in various 
spheres of life to advance human 
rights. 

These include people like my late 
brother Dewa Mavhinga whom we 
feature in this edition’s lead story. We 
also see a great citizens like our Editor 
Godess who may not be working as a 
professional in the sector, but is a very 
engaged citizen who takes human 
rights personally. We salute Goddess 
for her bravery. For the first time, she 
tells her story of how she joined the 31 

The Defender comes back to our 
streets to serve the human rights 
community by providing in-depth 
human rights news coverage and 
cutting edge analysis. This is the place 
where Zimbabwe’s most celebrated 
social justice activists share their 
knowledge and shape the discourse in 

On 29 October 1997, ZimRights News 
was born, officially registered under 
the able leadersh ip of the then 
National Director David Antony 
Chimhini. The publication, which was 
available in print, served all provinces 
giving important human r ig hts 
information to community activists. 
Owing to funding challenges, the 
publication reduced its reach and 
ended up folding over the years.

We are super excited to be plugging 
into ZimRights long standing tradition 
and providing much needed human 
r i g h t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  o u r 
communities. 

Welcome to the Human Rig hts 
Defender, or simply, The Defender! 
Our brand-new flagship publication 
that carries on the legacy of ZimRights 
News getting in-depth human rights 
news to our communities across the 
country. 

Today, 27 years later, ZimRights News 
is reborn under a new title, ‘The Human 
Rights Defender.’ 

Apart from Dewa, we also feature 
other stories from human rights 
defenders who include Godess our 
editor, Mako, Namatai among other. 

Lastly, we make special dedication of 
this issue to the late human rights hero 
Dewa Mavhinga who passed on 4 
December 2021. He was a great friend 
of ZimRights. We use this opportunity 
to honour him in this inaugural edition 
of the Defender. We feature here 
images that were taken in 2011 while 
Dewa was attending a ZimRights event 
in Geneva. His work inspires us all at 
ZimRights.

tells her story of how she joined the 31 
July protests against corruption. An 
image of her and her husband was the 
highlight of the day, featuring in 
international publications. She has 
never shared that experience until 
now, in The Defender. Thank you 
Goddess for that great gift.

We hope you will find this publication 
i n fo r m a t i ve ,  e m p o w e r i n g  a n d 
inspiring. If you have any feedback, 
p l e a s e  s h a r e  w i t h  u s  o n 
editor@zimrights.org.zw

EDITORIAL

 Welcome to the Inaugural Issue of 
The Human Rights Defender Magazine 

By Dzikamai Bere

JANUARY - MARCH 2022: ISSUE 01   iii/  THE DEFENDER  / 



COMES BACK TO OUR 

STREETS TO SERVE THE 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY 

BY PROVIDING IN-DEPTH 

HUMAN RIGHTS NEWS 

COVERAGE AND CUTTING 

EDGE ANALYSIS. 

THE DEFENDER 

”
”

iv  /  THE DEFENDER  /  JANUARY - MARCH 2022: ISSUE 01



 Mavhinga, 
a colossal human rights 

defender set to outlive his life
By Staff Writer

A month after his demise, eulogies 
from friends, colleagues in the human 
rights work, locally and internationally 
remain pouring, showing how great 
Mavhinga was. 

Most people will fondly remember 
him for his dedication to human rights 
work, speaking against abuse of 
human rights in the face of the most 
brutal dictators, fearlessly but calmly. 
He earned friends and enemies in equal 
m e a s u re s ,  b u t  s t i l l  l ove d  a n d 
interacted with both. 

hey say life begins at 40, but for TDewa Mavhinga, his sun only 
set when it had just risen, but 

surely, his work will outlive the 42 
years he had been alive. 

News of his demise filtered on Twitter 
on December 4, 2021, prompting 
tributes from activists, Zimbabwe 
opposition politicians, and admirers. 
Most people could not believe it until 
screaming headlines on both print and 
electronic media. True, the giant was 
no more. 

“He became an authoritative voice on 
human rights in the region, and with 
several fellow citizens occupying such 
roles at regional and international 
l e v e l s ,  h e  w a s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f 
Zimbabwean excellence.”

“He (Mavhinga) never shied away from 
pointing out wrongful acts by the state 
and its agents across the region,” Alex 
Magaisa, a UK- based Zimbabwe lawyer 
who knew Mavhinga from boyhood. 

FEATURED HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER

Image credit @ Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi

The late human rights hero Dewa Mavhinga at a ZimRights exhibition in Geneva, in 2011. Here he is 
speaking to fellow human rights defenders Rudo Magundani and Blessing Gorejena.
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“His dedication to human rights and 
learning the trade in the field was 
palpable,” said Magaisa. “His friends 
went into private practice or the public 
sector, but Dewa used the time to build 
his craft-competency in the civil society 
sector. Years later, he would rise to head 
the regional arm of Human Rig hts 
Watch. To understand the enormity of 
that achievement, you must appreciate 
his humble beginnings.” 

In December 2017, Mavhinga spoke 
before the United States Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee on the 
prospects for credible elections and 
human rights reforms in Zimbabwe 
w h e r e  h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e 
maintaining of sanctions on the 
military and Zanu PF chefs. He was 
attacked by Zanu PF but remained 
unfazed. 

“One of Dewa’s several strengths was 
his ability to form relationships with 
many people despite their differences,” 
Magaisa said. “You mig ht hold a 
different view, but Dewa usually treated 
y o u  w i t h  re s p e c t .  I  s a w  h o w  h e 
responded to and dealt with critics, and 
they weren’t few because of the nature 
of his work. He did not shout back at 
them.”

“He understood that his work brought 
him face to face with many adversaries, 
some of them very powerful men, and 
women.”According to Magaisa, Mavhinga’s 

passion for human rights work started 
when he was still at university when he 
volunteered at an association of 
women lawyers in Zimbabwe, the 
Z i m b a b w e  W o m e n  L a w y e r s 
Association during the time when 
Lydia Zigomo, who is now Global 
Programmes Director at Oxfam 
International, was still in charge of the 
women lobby group. 

Prior to joining the Human Rights 
Watch, Dewa had more than a decade 
of experience in research and advocacy 
i n  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Zimbabwe. He worked as a regional 
coordinator for Crisis in Zimbabwe 
Coalition based in Johannesburg. 

At the time of his death, Mavhinga was 
the Southern Africa director with the 
Africa Division at Human Rights 
Watch, a major international human 
rights watchdog based in the US, a 
watchdog role that kept him an eye on 
the human rights situation in several 
Southern African countries. 

In 2012, he co-founded the Zimbabwe 
Democracy Institute, a public policy 
research think-tank based in Harare 
together with Pedzisayi Ruhanya. He 
held a Bachelor of Law Honours degree 
(LLB) from the University of Zimbabwe 
and a Mas ter of Law d egree in 
international human rights (LLM) from 
Essex University, the United Kingdom 
which he did after getting a British 
Chevening and Canon Collins Trust 
scholarship. Mavhinga had a very 
humble beginning, attending h is 
primary education at Majumba 
Primary School in Hwirisha, Chikomba 
district in Mashonaland East Province, 
and secondary school at Methodist-
run Kwenda High School in the same 
province. 

“Dewa was a deeply empathetic and 
highly effective human rights activist 
whose work made many people’s lives 
better, whether it was pushing the 
Zimbabwe government to respect the 
right to protest in the face of economic 
hardship or ensuring that victims of 
human rights abuses across southern 
Africa have access to justice,” said Roth. 

“He was a fearless advocate and an 
ind e fatiga ble champion of human 
rights victims across Southern Africa. 
Colleagues and partners remember him 
for h is unwavering d edication and 
depth of knowledge, but most of all for 
his warmth, generosity, and unfailing 
kindness,” Roth said during the launch 
of the report. 

On December 12, Human Rights 
Watch launched a report that accused 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa of 
failing to account for human rights 
abuses perpetrated by the security 
forces during the August 2018 post-
electoral violence. The Human Rights 
Watch dedicated the report, launched 
virtually, to Mavhinga. 

Kenneth Roth, Human Rights Watch 
executive director described Mavhinga 
as a dedicated human rights defender 
who led campaigns for respect of 
human rights across borders.  

Even  former  Ca b inet  min i s te r 
Jonathan Moyo who is accused of 
spearheading the crafting of draconian 
laws used to violate human rights by 
the late former President Robert 
Mugabe said: “I am heartbroken, Dewa 
was an ind e fatiga ble d e fend er of 
human rights for everyone.” Mavhinga 
was indeed a colossal figure in human 
rights work and will surely outlive his 
life. 

He was a good human 

being who gave himself 

honestly and wholeheartedly 

to the cause of humanity.
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Because after me, you 
may be next.



 We must tattoo it in

our hearts that I have the

power, you have the power,

and together we can make 

the change because people’s

power is stronger than

the individuals in 

power.
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Persecuted and Condemned 
MAKOMBORERO’S STRUGGLES

By Tatenda Mavambo 

from behind bars, he became the face 
of resilience and determination. 

At 29, Haruzivishe has been in the 
trenches of human rights activism for 
seven years ,  hav ing  begun h is 
outspokenness as a student activist at 
the University of Zimbabwe where he 
was studying Psychology. 

He was the Secretary General of the 
Zimbabwe National Students’ Union 
(Zinasu) from 2016 to 2017. 

As a student leader, he aggressively led 
the fight for the reduction of fees by 
tertiary institutions. 

He went  beyond advocacy  for 
students and ensured that Zinasu 
spoke about key national issues. 

Under the campaign, ‘Fees Must Fall’ 
hundreds  of  medica l  s t ud ents 
protested towards the reduction of 
tuition fees. 

In 2017, following revelations by the 
then President Robert Mugabe that 
o v e r  U S $ 1 5  b i l l i o n  w o r t h  o f 
Zimbabwean diamonds had not been 
accounted for, Zinasu, under the 
leadership of Haruzivishe, issued a very 
strong statement, condemning ‘acts 
of  massive corruption and s tate 
facilitated illicit financial outflows’ and 
said these had ‘cos t Zimba bwe’s 
opportunity to develop’.

“ A s  a  m e a n s  t o  e n s u re  t h a t  t h e 
government takes care of our needs and 
s to p prioritizing corruption over 
education, Zinasu will lead a National 
Day of Action across campuses as a 
means to kn ock on the door s of 
conscience of the chancellor president 
Robert Mugabe,” read part of the 
statement. 

In addition to being undeterred, 
Haruzivishe continued to principled in 
the demand for the recognition of 
human rights. 

O n  2 8  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 1 ,  p r o -
democracy campaigner and human 
r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t  M a k o m b o r e r o 
Haruzivishe, writing from a jail cell at 
Harare Remand Prison, said, “We must 
tattoo it in our hearts that I have the 
power,  you have the power,  and 
together we can make the change 
because people’s power is stronger than 
the individuals in power”. 

Then, he had been in incarceration for 
seven months following his arrest in 
February on charges of kidnapping, 
participating in a gathering with intent 
to commit public violence, and 
breaching peace. 

On 31 March 2021, Makomborero was 
convicted and sentenced to 36 months 
for inciting public violence and 
resisting police arrest. 

C o n d e m n e d  t o  t h e  g a l l o w s , 
Haruzivishe remained unshaken, and 
as he continued to express himself 
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”A car hire company, Impala, was 
i m p l i c a t e d  a f t e r  i n d e p e n d e n t 
investigations revealed one of its cars 
had been used in the abduction of 
Tawanda Muchehiwa. 

This was at a time when government 

In November 2017, as the nation 
celebrated what was thought to be a 
new era following the disposition of 
Mugabe through a military coup, 
Zinasu, und er the lead ersh ip of 
Haruzivishe, proclaimed the struggle 
was still on. 

Nearly a year later, following a 
protracted battle to appeal against his 
convictions, Haruzivishe walked out of 
the gates of Harare Remand Prison. 

“Getting into prison for this prolonged 
period enabled me to see that we have a 
bigger fight than what we imagined 
especially within our justice system we 
have a bigger fight, and we have to pull 
up our socks and be more radical in 
terms of educating the masses for them 
to know the problem that we have 
which chiefly emanates from military 
capture.”

But for him, the battle is still on, and he 
still has to attend court for the other 
charges and for his appeal against 
conviction. 

“Prison is just prison, people go in and go 
out and even if it means that I will go 
back again I will as long as we get our 
rights and freedoms,” he said as he took 
his first breaths outside the gates of 
the remand prison. 

 

Outspoken and fearless, he has said he 
“will not be deterred”.

S u c h  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  re m a i n s  a n 
inspiration to many who believe that 
Zimbabweans deserve to enjoy the 
rights accorded to them by the supreme 
law.   

As students who have in Zimbabwe’s struggle 

for democracy proven to be both torchbearers 

for and at the vanguard of democracy, we 

know that there is a lot to be done around 

making people aware of the situation and 

rising up in defense of our rights. 

” officials and ruling party officials were 
issuing s tatements threatening 
Z imba bweans  f rom protes t ing 
a g a i n s t ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s , 
corruption and human rights abuses. 

A brave Haruzivishe led a protest to 
Impala offices in Harare, arguing that 
the company needed to come clean on 
its involvement in the abductions.

This is perhaps why when he was 
eventually picked up by unknown 
agents and dropped off at Harare 
Central Police Station, the State, 
whose judiciary and state security 
arms have been compromised, 
ensured that Haruzivishe did not get 
bail. 

Agents linked to government had 
abducted Tawanda Muchehiwa and 
other student leaders including Nancy 
Njenge and Zimbabwe was once again 
on the spotlight for clamping down on 
free expression. 

H a r u z i v i s h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e 
outspoken after he left Zinasu and 
perhaps his most recent actions, which 
resulted in h im eventually being 
incarcerated, show the sheer strength 
and resolve he has. 

At a time when the State was being 
implicated in a spate of abductions 
ahead of a planned demonstration on 
July 31, 2020, Haruzivishe remained 
fearless. 
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 Liberation City Emerges 
in a Nation that Knows No Liberty

ZIMBABWE’S STATE OF THE ART MONUMENT TO 
HONOUR THE MEMORY OF AFRICAN LIBERATION

By Staff Writer

At the crest of the hill on the southern 
side of the road lies the remains of the 
fallen heroes of the Zimba bwe 
liberation struggle at the National 
Heroes Acre.   

On the east lies the giant National 
Sports  Stad ium,  the  c rad le  of 
Z imba bwean  footba l l .  On  the 
southwest side lies Warren Park high-
density suburb.  

A busy road linking Zimbabwe’s 
biggest cities, Harare and Bulawayo, 
cuts through right in between the two 
iconic hills that imposingly sit west of 
the capital Harare.

Lining up on that part of the road 
which passes through the two hills, are 
flags of all African countries, and they 
appear to illuminate the whole scene.

At the peak of the hill on the northern 
side of the road lies the Museum of 
African Liberation site, one of the 
many features of the Liberation City. 
The City is a continental project meant 
to document, preserve, protect and 
promote the continent’s liberation 
legacy, according to the Institute of 
African Knowledge (Instak), that is 
spearheading the project.

TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE  AND THE RIGHT TO PEACE
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“It is also pleasing that the National 
Social Security Authority (NSSA) has 
indicated its investment in the shopping 
mall. The decision to call the shopping 
mall, the Liberation Mall is apt and 
encapsulates the spirit behind this 
project. I also exhort the Ministry of 
Local Government and Public Works 
together with City of Harare to consider 
renaming Golden Quarry Way, along 
with where this Museum is located in a 
manner  that  resonates  with the 
liberation of Africa.”

renamed the Liberation City. The city is 
envisaged to accommodate a host of 
facilities, including the museum itself, 
t h e  Z i m b a b w e  D e f e n c e  F o r c e s 
Exhibition Park, a five-star hotel and a 
shopping mall, among other facilities,” 
he said then.

He said the museum provided Africa 
with a platform to collectively write 
and tell its liberation story from its 
perspective. This, Mnangagwa said, 
would ena ble Africa to secure, 
preserve and promote its rich heritage, 
arts and culture.

The  p ro ject  was  a  resu l t  o f  a 
partnership between Instak and the 
Zimbabwe Defence Forces to build an 
Africa with a strong cultural identity, 
common heritage, values and ethics. 

ZimRights National Director Dzikamai 
Bere said the idea of preserving our 
liberation memory was a good idea 
t h a t  n e e d e d  t o  b e  b a c ke d  by 
embracing the liberation values. 

“Celebrating liberation history in a 
nation that kn ows n o liberty is a 
paradox. But perhaps it allows us to start 
the conversation on where we have lost 
it. May the Liberation City remind us that 
the journey continues. ” Bere said.

While the museum will be the major 
attraction, the Liberation City will 
house numerous other developments 
including a state-of-the-art shopping 
mall, a five-star hotel, an amusement 
and an imal  park ,  Ins tak  Ch ie f 
Executive Officer Kwame Muzawazi 
said.

Muzawazi said the National Social 
Security Authority (NSSA) has pledged 
funds for the construction of a modern 
shopping mall at the Liberation City 
and reputable firms that include TM, 
Pick and Pay, among others have 
already expressed interest in being 
part of the mall.

B e r e  w h o  i s  a l s o  t h e  D e p u t y 
C h a i r p e r s o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Transitional Justice Working Group 
(NTJWG) said there is need not only to 
r e m e m b e r ,  b u t  t o  r e m e m b e r 
truthfully.

However, the land on which the 
Liberation City will be constructed was 
at the centre of a court challenge, with 
businessman and Zanu PF Zvimba 
S o u t h  M P  P h i l i p  C h i y a n g w a 
challenging Mnangagwa’s government 
for grabbing his land in Warren Park, 
which measures about 5,5 hectares.

The idea of a Museum of African 
Liberation was contemplated way back 
in 2015 but endorsed by the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation in 2019.

 

 NSSA is partnering in 

building a shopping mall 

along Kirkman Road under 

a public-private partnership 

arrangement 

”
”

 Muzawazi

“ W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  e n t e r e d  i n t o 
negotiations with anchor tenants who 
have enlisted to be part of the mall.”

“Ladies and gentlemen, this museum 
site, which spans 101 hectares, will be 

President Emmerson Mnangagwa, in 
December last year lit the eternal 
flame on top of the imposing Conical 
Tower and laid the foundation stone at 
the Liberation City. During the event, 
he invited investors in the tourism, 
hospitality and real estate sectors, 
from across Africa to partake in the 
landmark project.
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Memorialisation in Zimbabwe has 
failed to avoid controversy, perhaps a 
sign of a major defect in how we 
handle such initiatives. Just after its 
unveiling, Mbuya Nehanda’s statue 
became popular with activists from 
the Amalgamated Rural Teachers 
Union of Zimbabwe (ARTUZ) as they 
approached the statue with petitions 
for better working conditions. 

Said Mpani on Twitter: “I am not a 
p r o p h e t ,  w h a t  I  k n o w  i s  t h e 
Zimbabwean government has created a 
‘Tahrir square’ where citizens will 
converge to protes t  agains t  the 

As reported by NewZimbabwe.com, 
democracy and governance expert 
G l e n  M p a n i  w a r n e d  t h a t  t h e 
government may have just built an 
iconic platform for protests in the 
mould of Egypt’s Tahrir Square, the 
m a i n  l o c a t i o n  f o r  p o l i t i c a l 
demonstrations in the North African 
country.

Zimbabwe is set to embark on a major 
memorialisation project named 
Liberation City. The project will house 
among others, the Museum of African 
Liberation. This will be an addition to a 
number of memorialisation projects in 
Zimbabwe which include the Natural 
History Museum in Bulawayo, the 
National Heroes Acres in Harare and, 
recently,  the Stat ue of  Mbuya 
Nehanda at the intersection of Samora 
Machel Street and Julius Nyerere Way.

Mnangagwa government in the fullness 
of time. On that day, the 'bones of 
Mbuya Nehanda will rise’.”

On 2 June 2021, a few days after the 
statue was unveiled, ARTUZ tweeted, 
“We promised and we delivered. We 
were at Mbuya Nehanda statue drawing 
inspiration to #SaveOurEducationZw A 
s e a s o n  o f  s u s t a i n e d  p ro t e s t s  t o 
#SaveOurEducationZw is upon us.”

But perhaps the worst humiliation of 
our national memorialisation projects 
was the refusal by Robert Mugabe to 
be buried at the Heroes Acre. Over the 
years, critics have always stated that 
the Heroes Acre had been desecrated 
by the ZANU PF approach of treating it 

At the writing of this article, climbing 
up the statue bridge had been banned 
with a chain/string around it.

And yet this is not the first project to 
generate controversy. The Joshua 
Nkomo statue originally positioned at 
Karigamombe building was stopped 
following protests and complaints that 
erecting the statue at ‘Karigamombe’ 
was an insult to the memory of Father 
Zimbabwe. Even as the statue was 
ultimately erected in Bulawayo, it 
fa c e d  m a ny  h u rd l e s  i n c l u d i n g 
vandalism, protests and complaints by 
the family that they were n ot 
consulted with others saying the 
statue looked nothing like Father 
Zimbabwe.

Liberation Amnesia 
THE DANGERS OF SELECTIVE 

MEMORY PRIVATISED BY A FEW
By Dzikamai Bere 
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There have been incessant calls to 
bring sanity and professionalism to 
these projects. But as we embark on 
another major project, we must ask 
ourselves why there is not authentic 
inclusive national ownership of our 
liberation memory? And why does the 
dominant political party continue to 
privatise our heritage?

The answer is in the dynamics of 
power.  Memorialisation projects can 
become an extension of power 
struggles, instead of being tools for 
reconciliation. The struggle for control 
over the national or collective memory 
lies at the heart of post-conflict 
policies. Many survivors, democrats 
and human rig hts practitioners 
bemoan the fact that the post-conflict 
story of the past is often appropriated 
by the s tate. The voices of less 
powerful victims are drowned. This has 
the effect on how and who will be 
r e m e m b e r e d ,  w h a t  w i l l  b e 
remembered, what will be taught in 
schools and whether all the voices will 
be heard. The hegemony of the State 
over the past affects not only our 
understanding of the past but also the 
way in which we encounter the present 
and approach the future.

on perceived level of contribution. In 
practice, however, the ZANU-PF 
p o l i t b u r o  f i r s t  m a k e s 
recommendations to the President 
before he decides on hero status. 
Some illustrious liberation leaders like 
Nda baningi  S i thole  and James 
Ch ikerema were overlooked for 
national hero status presumably 
because they had fallen out with 
ZANU-PF.

Civic engagement is an indispensable 
ingredient for a successful preservation 
of our memory.  

The nation, Zimbabwe, has never been 
born. It remained an idea during the 
liberation struggle but the leaders of 
Zimbabwe have failed dismally in 
building a nation. The country has 
remained severely polarised. Closely 
linked to that is the privatisation of 
national memory by a small group of 
people who claim to be the custodians 
of the liberation memory. The paradox 
is that while Robert Mugabe later 
refused to be buried at the Heroes 
Acre, he himself had presided over this 
privatisation of national memory by 
ZANU PF. This privatisation is even 
legislated. 

According to the National Heroes Act, 
heroes’ status is conferred only on the 
dead, not on a living person. It is the 
President of Zimbabwe who confers 
heroes’ status where he “considers 
that any deceased person who was a 
citizen of Zimbabwe has deserved well 
of h is country on account of h is 
o u t s t a n d i n g ,  d i s t i n c t i v e  a n d 
distinguished service to Zimbabwe.”

The President may, by notice in the 
Government Gazette, designate such a 
person as a national, provincial or 
district hero of Zimbabwe, depending 

Now, as Zimbabwe moves to what is 
potentially its biggest memorialisation 
project, it is worth taking a moment to 
reflect on what is going wrong and how 
that can be corrected. 

like a ZANU PF project and declaring 
even their most notorious criminals 
like Chenjerai Hunzvi to be national 
heroes. The shrine lost its sanctity. 
Robert Mugabe, the founding father of 
Zimbabwe refused to be buried there 
in a conflict that has led to threats of 
exhumation as the government, hiding 
behind the chiefs, argues that his 
remains must be interred at the shrine.

Scholars and human rights activists 
regret the fact that there is an 
i m p o r t a n t  c i t i z e n s h i p  r o l e  i n 
memorials that is ‘often lacking from 
high level strategies that risk alienating 
those that we seek to help by complex 
legal or bureaucratic procedures’. As 
one activist pointed out: “The success 
of a memorial should be measured by 
the reactions it provokes; by civil 
debate, dialog effect, educational value 
and the response of constituent groups 
of stakeholders, including victims and 
their families, perpetrators, civic society 
(schools, artists, NGOs), government 
and other tourists.”

As the Liberation City emerges, it is 
time for our leadership to turn the tide 
and put to an end the legacy of the 
privatisation of national memory. 
Memorialisation should be viewed as a 
justice issue, not as a political issue. A 
memory of liberation is useless if we 
lose touch with the liberation values. 
W h e n  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  w a r  w a s 
prosecuted, it was for the liberation of 
all and not just a few. We therefore 
must tell the full story and we must 
tell it in an inclusive way. We must 
include the human rights story of the 
liberation. And we must note that this 
liberation is an ongoing story that 
include the story of such heroes as 
Morgan Tsvangirai who fought for 
post-independence democratisation. 

A Liberation City of selective amnesia 
in a country that knows no liberation is 
an insult to the values of the liberation. 
And there is an opportunity for us to 
cleanse this memory and open it up to 
all the African people.
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“We will unfortunately come to a point of identifying 
Pick n Pay as a part of the institutionalized hegemonic 
and tribal sys tem exercised on the peo ple of 
Mata beleland. The victimization of our peo ple 
through your company will force MRP to mobilize for 
political solutions to this predicament.” Reads part of 
the letter. 

MRP demanded; 

 “Businesses are as important 

to building peace, just 

as citizens.”  
By Staff Writer

The group spent days confronting and demanding answers 
from Pick n Pay.

“What the management at Pick n Pay did was not fair. One of 
the managers responsible for this, hired his own daughter at 
the expense of other people.” Wisdom Mkhwananzi, who 
was the Vice President of Amavikelambuso Association told 
CITE in an interview. 

On 30 June 2018, Mthwakazi Republic Party (MRP) 
petitioned Pick n Pay Headquarters in South Africa 
demanding that the business s tops being part of 
institutionalised tribalism in Zimbabwe. 

These were the words of Entrance Takaidza, a human rights 
activist from Masvingo who led a delegation of activists in 
dialogue on business, peace and human rights with the 
Pick'n Pay in Bulawayo on 5 March 2022 during the Right to 
Peace Masterclass.

Some time ago in June 2018, Pick n Pay found itself at the 
centre of an escalating conflict with a local pressure group 
Mthwakazi Republic who accused the supermakets chain 
group of overlooking locals in employment and promotion 
at work. The group alleged that the group had fired people 
from Matebeleland preferring to higher those from other 
regions. 

Pick n Pay is one of the leading supermarkets operating in 
Zimbabwe in almost all the main cities, hence contributing 
in a big way to the national economy. In Bulawayo, Pick n 
Pay is located at a bus terminus were combis pick people to 
almost all the major surbabs. Popularly known as TM Hyper, 
the place is a hive of activity including informal markets and 
rank marshals. The name Pick n Pay in Bulawayo is equally 
big, providing livelihoods to hundreds of families that 
depend on the group.
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Speaking in a video interview with 
Trevor Ncube as part of the Right to 
Peace Campaign, Professor Tim 
Murithi said devolution could be onne 
of the tools that can help build peace.

“This is because devolution speaks of 
power with the people versus power 
over the people,” says Prof. Murithi 
who is the Head of Peace-building 
Interventions at the Institution for 
Justice and Reconciliation in Cape 
Town. 

contribute more to healing the wounds 
and not hurting them more.

Years later, the Rig ht to Peace 
Mas terclass d ecid ed to have a 
conversation with Pick n Pay on how 
this matter was resolved and if the 
re lat ionsh ip with the c ity  had 
improved. 

“There was never an issue. It was just a 
minor misunderstanding,” said one of 
the officials as he explained how the 
business has continued to grow and 
invest in the community.

The Right to Peace Action group took 
time to interact with this feedback, 
with members expressing concern that 
there seems to lack of a conflict 
transformation strategy in many 
business.

“ H o w  w e  h a n d l e  c o n fl i c t  i n  o u r 
communities as businesses should not 
be left to chance,” said Dzikamai Bere, 
one of the facilitators. “Businesses are 
encouraged to put in place measures to 
e n s u re  t h e re  i s  aw a re n e s s  i n  i t s 
structures of the community issues and 
how to not only resolve conflicts but 
how to support the communities in 
advancing human welfare and building 
a life sustaining economy.”

In presenting one of the resolutions 
from the interaction with Pick n Pay, 
Takaidza said that business must 
d e v e l o p  a n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e 
woundedness in their communities 
and ensure that their operations 

The Matebeleland and Midlands 
r e g i o n s  w e r e  a f fe c t e d  by  t h e 
Gukurahundi atrocities committed by 
the military between 1982 and 1987. 
The massacres ended with the signing 
of the Unity Accord between Joshua 
Nkomo and Robert Mugabe. Despite 
the signing of the Unity Accord, the 
Gukurahundi issue has remained 
largely unresolved with many victims 
c l a m o u r i n g  f o r  a  d e d i c a t e d 
Commission. In its 10 year tenure, the 
National Peace and Reconciliation 
Commission (NPRC) has failed to 
make any progress on the matter. 

Through the Right to Peace Campaign, ZimRights is working with local 
communities providing them with tools to enable them to act as catalysts 
for healing in their communities. These activists understand that there is a 
link between the enjoyment of human rights and the building of 
sustainable peace. If you are interested in registering for our Right to 
Masterclass, email us on info@zimrights.org.zw  To take the course online, 
visit www.akkc.org.zw
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 UN Experts and
Member States Condemn PVO Bill

By Staff Writer

This is just one of the initiatives by 
ZimRig hts, wh ich feed into the 
excellent work that civil society 
organisations continue to do in 
Zimbabwe. 

B y  t h e i r  n a t u re ,  c i v i l  s o c i e t y 
complement government efforts in 
v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c 

demolition of properties in Kwekwe, 
Marondera and Goromonzi between 
June and July 2021. 

UN SPEAKS ON THE PVO BILL 

Several residents lost their properties 
when government embarked on 

he Zimbabwe Human Rights TAssoc iat ion  (Z imRig hts) , 
working with the International 

Organisation for Migration, in August 
last year, assisted over 9700 people 
with psychological support and legal 
representation after they developed 
mental health issues following the 
demolition of their homes. 

From awareness raising to service 
provision, among other things, civil 
society organisations are the life-blood 
of any democratic society. 

Unfort unately,  four  years  into 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa’s 
government, Zimbabwe’s democratic 
space has continued to shrink. 

interventions and at the same time 
hold public officials to account. 

IN DEPTH NEWS

Image credit @ Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi
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Ÿ the rendering of charity to persons 
or families in distress;

Ÿ the provision of funds for legal aid, 
or  other  objects  as  may be 
prescribed. 

The UN officials said the proposed 
definition of the existing definition of 
“private voluntary organization” in 
Section 2(1) of the PVO Act. 

Ÿ provision for material, mental, 
physical and social needs of 
persons or families; 

“We are concerned this might create 
uncertainty about the law’s scope and 
make it difficult for organizations to 
discern their legal obligations and act 
accordingly. This could also lead to 
broad interpretations from relevant 
adminis trative and judicial bodies, 
giving them wide discretionary powers 
t o  a p p l y  t h e  l a w  a n d  i m p o s e 
burdensome requirements on a diverse 
group of community and informal 
associations that are currently excluded 
from regulation,” the UN officials said. 

Clause 2 of the Amendment Bill also 
reforms exemptions for common law 
universitas organisations and Trusts 
registered before the High Court, 
which are currently excluded from 
registering under the PVO Act. If the 
Amendment Bill is passed, universitas 
organizations and these types Trusts 
will be subjected to the registration 
requirements, control and regulation 
by the Registrar and the Minister. 

Currently, these types of organizations 
are und ers tood as “any body or 
association of persons, corporate or 
unincorporated, or any institution”, 
wh ich pursue certain specified 
objectives, such as:

After railroading the amendment of 
the Cons tit ution to accord the 
president control of the judiciary and 
parliament, government is now on a 
fas t track to enact the Private 
Voluntary Organisations Amendment 
Bill, 2021 which seeks to bar the NGOs 
from receiving external funding, or 
involvement in partisan politics. 

This is another attempt to undermine 
the role played by civil society 
organisations as government will have 
more room to interfere in their work if 
the amendment sails through.

Wh ile the government says the 
pro posed amendments seek to 
combat money laund ering and 
financing of terrorism in Zimbabwe 
through PVO Bill, activis ts have 
argued that the amendments are 
meant to interfere with the operations 
of NGOs. 

In a letter to President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa dated 17 December 2021, 
Clément Nyaletsossi Voule Special 
Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of 
peaceful assembly and of association, 
Irene Khan Special Rapporteur on the 
promotion and protection of the right 
to freedom of opinion and expression, 
Mary Lawlor Special Rapporteur on the 
situation of human rights defenders, 
and Fionnuala Ní Aoláin Special 
Rapporteur on the promotion and 
protection of human rig hts and 
f u n d a m e n t a l  f r e e d o m s  w h i l e 
countering terrorism raised concerns 
on the amendment bill. 

This has gotten the attention of the 
United Nations and in December, four 
United Nations special rapporteurs 
have added their voice to the chorus of 
disapproval of the bill. 

 

The UN officials said these provisions 
may serve as basis for restricting the 
operation of many NGOs, including 
human rights groups, currently 
o p e r a t i n g  a s  u n i v e r s i t a s 
organizations or Trusts under the 
Deeds Registries Act. 

Und er the new provisions, the 
Minis ter wil l  und ertake a r isk 
assessment of all PVOs at least once 
every five years. Based on a risk 
assessment,  the Minis ter may 
designate certain sectors or types of 
PVOs at “high-risk of or vulnerable to 
misuse by terroris t organizations 
whether as a way for such terrorist 
organizations to pose as legitimate 
entities; or to exploit legitimate 
entities as conduits for terroris t 
financing, including for the purpose of 
escaping asset freezing measures; or to 
conceal or obscure the clandestine 
diver sion of funds intend ed for 
legitimate purposes, but diverted for 
terrorist purposes”. 

The ambiguity of the risk assessment 
d esignation as provid ed in the 
Amendment Bill is particularly 
worrisome in light of the broad power 
granted to the Minister to “prescribe 
s u c h  a d d i t i o n a l  o r  s p e c i a l 
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  o b l i g a t i o n s  o r 
measures” to a highrisk entity. The 
power  to  “ re v o ke  l i c e n s i n g  o r 
regis tration of a n on-compliant 
private voluntary organization or to 
order removal of a director, trustee, 
employee or other office bearer of a 
private voluntary organizations may 
have a particular chilling effect on 
civic space,” the letter read. 

“We are seriously concerned that the 
overall prospective impact of the 
Amendment Bill, would likely be 
d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  c i v i c  s p a c e  i n 
Zimbabwe”. 
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We are living in times of increasing 
authoritarianism, contrary to the hope 
and promise of the new dispensation. 
Many who had imagined the departure 
of Robert Mugabe as a moment of 
sa lvat ion  for  Z imba bwe s tand 
disappointed as the new dispensation 
s c a l e s  n e w  h e i g h t s  o f 
authoritarianism. This is no very clear 
with the proposed PVO Amendment 
Bill, the Patriotic Bill among many 
other measures that the government is 
employing to tighten the leash on its 
citizens. 

But these measures are not isolated. 
We are seeing the new dispensation 
moving to attack every resemblance of 
opposition, independence or dissent. 
In the dark night of the COVID-19 
pandemic, a Supreme Court ruling 
marked the overthrow of a legitimate 
o ppos i t ion ,  tak ing  over  o f  i t s 
headquarters, funds and seats in 
Parliament. We saw the attacks on 
health professionals with police 
arresting nurses for demanding better 
working conditions. We saw this 
e s c a l a t e  i n t o  t h e  f u l l  s c a l e 
militarisation of the health sector. In 
that COVID-19 darkness, Parliament 
lost its role in government as the new 
dispensation passed over 60 Statutory 
Instruments, making law without the 
participation of the law-making body. 
The masterstroke of course was the 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p a s s a g e  o f 
Constitution Amendment Bill Number 

2 wh ich led to an avalanche of 
litigation and protests. Determined to 
capture the judiciary and castrate 
Parliament, the new dispensation 
dragged the billed, breaking the law 
and jailing activists, and listening to no 
one. 

Over 6 organisations challenged either 
the amendment itself, or aspects of it. 
Among them was the Law Society of 
Zimbabwe (LSZ) which has now 
b e c o m e  a  t a r g e t  o f  t h e  n e w 
dispensation. A malicious case has 
since been brought to the High Court, 
challenging the monopoly of the LSZ. 
These developments show that the 
new dispensation has remained 
r e l e n t l e s s  i n  a u t h o r i t a r i a n 
consolidation. 

Therefore, it was not a surprise when 
on 5 November 2021, the Private 
Voluntary Organisations Amendment 
Bill (PVO Bill) was gazetted. In earlier 
pronouncements before Parliament, 
the President had said a proposed PVO 
Amendment Bill will be gazetted, to 
“deal with NGOs and PVOs operating 
outside their mandates and out of sync 
with the government’s humanitarian 
priorities”. (Zimbabwe: Mnangagwa 
Threatens to Crack Whip On NGOs, 
Zimbabwe Independent, 23 October 
2020).

According to the Bill now gazetted, the 
Bill seeks to amend the PVO Act for 

The PVO Amendment Bill 
THE END OF ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP 

IN ZIMBABWE
By Dzikamai Bere 

ZimRights members during 
PVO Bill public hearings 

JANUARY - MARCH 2022: ISSUE 01   15/  THE DEFENDER  / 



About three reports have been 
produced so far by various civil society 
organisations. On Friday, 4 February, 
ZimRights released a report ‘The Great 
Gift of Active Citizens: How the PVO Bill 
T h re a t e n s  A c t i v e  C i t i z e n s h i p  i n 
Zimbabwe’.

these political ends, the consequence 
of the Bill is that it limits the ability of 
citizens to access health, legal, 
humanitarian and other support that is 
offered by PVOs.

The report states that the PVO Bill is an 
attack on active citizenship. While 
there are many concerns about the bill, 
the angle taken by ZimRights is a call 
for ordinary citizens to awaken and be 
alert to the new dispensation’s latest 
offensive. When they came for the 
opposition, some thought they were 
not politicians and needed not worry. 
When they came for the activists like 
Hopewell Chin’ono and Makomborero 
Haruzivishe, some thought it was none 
of their business. Every day we are 
seeing the new dispensation advance 
into sectors they believe are an 
o b s t a c l e  t o  a u t h o r i t a r i a n 
consolidation. Th is is with dire 
consequences. Thus the attack on 
PVOs must not be seen as any isolated 

reasons including:

Ÿ to facilitate the easier registration 
and operation of PVOs; and

While the Bill is ostensibly gazetted to 
fulfil FATF recommendation 8, the 
reality is that the Bill does little on the 
issue of MF/TF, but more on restricting 
the work of all PVOs, and not just 
those that are deemed to be at risk of 
ML/TF. In the process, the Bill violates 
important human rights and affect 
communities that depend on the work 
of PVOs. The Bill opens for greater 
regulation of NGOs, allowing for 
targeting of those NGOs that may be 
perceived as anti-government, for 
even greater regulations, scrutiny, and 
overs ig ht  by  the  government , 
including interference with the internal 
governance of the NGOs. In pursuit of 

Ÿ t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e 
recommendations of the Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF);

Ÿ to prevent PVOs from engaging in 
political activities.

Ÿ only to non-profit organisations/ 
PVOs that have been identified to 
be at risk (not the whole non-
profit/PVO sector);

Ÿ t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  n o n - p r o fi t 
organisations /  PVOs in the 
process; and 

Ÿ to apply equal, fair, balanced and 
focused measures.

The FATF is a multilateral body created 
to ensure that measures are in place to 
fight money laundering and terrorist 
financing (ML/TF). FATF has developed 
40 s tandards and these includ e 
recommendation 8 which focuses on 
non-profit organisations (including 
PVOs). Under recommendation 8, 
Zimbabwe is required to apply ML/TF 
measures:

incidence. It is part of the scheme. And 
it is a devious scheme especially for a 
country that depends so heavily on 
humanitarian support. Every year, the 
World Food Programme (WFP) takes 
the begging bowel to the world to beg 
for food on behalf of Zimbabwe. Many 
communities in Zimbabwe are food 
insecure. On her visit to Zimbabwe in 
November 2019, the UN Special 
Rapporteur on the right to food, Hilal 
E lve r ,  fo u n d  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e 
constitutional protection of the right 
to food and a sophisticated set of 
human-rights based national laws and 
policies, man-made starvation is 
slowly making its way in the country, 
with more than 60% of the population 
now considered food-insecure due to 
extreme poverty, high inflation, and 
poor agricultural productivity, among 
other causes. 

Our health and education sectors 
depend on support from the aid 
community. This aid comes through 
UN agencies and NGOs because of 
massive corruption in government. 
International NGOs and UN agencies 
are able to reach the most vulnerable 
communities due to the good work 
done by national NGOs as well as 
community based groups. 
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processes. Contrary to the good tenets 
of good governance where this work by 
NGOs mus t be celebrated and 
encouraged, the government in 
Zimbabwe, growing paranoid by the 
day, has started stirring hostility 
against NGOs. It now appears that the 
PVO Bill is the culmination of this 
paranoia, which is a shame for the 
government that has over the years 
shown an inability to meet the needs 

of the people as well as incapacity to 
consult  broadly  on matters  of 
governance. 

If the government continues this 
trajectory proposed in the PVO Bill, we 
will see the end of active citizenship in 
Zimbabwe. Activists that are working 
tirelessly to defend environmental 
rights against business interests will be 
silenced. Mining companies in Hwange 
will have a field day as families will be 
displaced. Food aid will be distributed 
to those who show allegiance to the 
chosen political parties. Agricultural 
inputs will find their way back from 
Masvingo to the black markets of 
Harare. Participation in public hearings 
will become a ritual and citizens, once 
again will lose their rights to organize 
and stand for their communities. This 
will be a tragedy for democracy. 
Therefore, a few weeks ago, at the UN 
Human Rights Council, member states 
roundly condemned the law and 
pleaded with the government of 
Zimbabwe to stop the PVO Bill. Prior 
to the UPR session, Mr. Clement Voule, 

However, what matters to people is 
more than just food. Democratic rights 
are equality important. Democratic 
deficits are shown through apathy in 
governance and democratic processes. 
Policies that are drawn from top to 
bottom do not resonate with the 
citizens at the bottom of the pyramid. 
The World Bank has stated that 
growing evidence confirms that under 
t h e  r i g h t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  c i t i z e n 
engagement can help governments 
ach ieve improved d evelo pment 
results in creating links between citizen 
engagement and improved public 
service d elivery, public financial 
management, governance, social 
inclusion and empowerment. These 
issues here in Zimbabwe are tackled by  
NGOs who provide the much-needed 
tools to communities to enable them  
to  part ic ipate  meaningful ly  in 
d e ve l o p m e n t  a n d  g ove r n a n c e 

While the government has developed 
intense hatred for NGOs and may wish 
to do away with them so that they get 
their corrupt bureaucrats on the 
feeding trough, this will have dire 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  b e c a u s e  t h e 
government has shown a tendency to 
manipulate food aid for political gain. 
Because of this legacy of corruption, 
both the international community and 
the communities do not trust the 
g o v e r n m e n t .  A  2 0 1 7 
Afrobarometer study found 
that three-fourths of adult 
Zimbabweans trust religious 
leaders and non-governmental 
organisations the most in the 
country, as opposed to the 
government. The study notes 
that NGOs continue to play a 
cr it ical  role  in  terms of  fil l ing 
developmental gaps in areas where 
t h e  g ove r n m e n t  i s  fi n a n c i a l l y 
constrained.  

 

the UN Special  Rapporteur  on 
Freedom of Association and Peaceful 
Assembly expressed deep concern 
over the PVO Amendment Bill that it 
could gravely impact civic space.

Because  o f  i t s  bad  impact  on 
democracy, good governance, civic 
participation, and accountability, as 
well as its impact on the enjoyment of 
social and economic rights, the PVO 

Bill must be stopped. There 
m a y  b e  n e e d  f o r  t h e 
establishment of a platform 
d edicated  to  fac i l i tat ing 
interface between government 
and civil society on issues of 
concern. Th is would be a 
platform where issues such as 
regulation would be discussed 

for all stakeholders to find a better way 
to advance CSO regulation, most likely 
self-regulation which does not erode 
the rights of the citizens to organize in 
their communities. As Alexis de 
Tocqueville said, “The health of a 
democratic society maybe measured by 
the quality of functions performed by 
private citizens.”

If the PVO Amendment Bill become 
law, in Zimbabwe there will be no 
active citizenship to talk about. Only 
active government. The name for that 
arrangement is called ‘dictatorship’. 
Woe to all of us who will sit back and 
watch this happen. 

Dzikamai Bere is the 
National Director of 
the Zimbabwe Human 
Rig hts Association 
(ZimRights). 

Comments to this article can be sent to 
info@zimrights.org.zw 

”

International NGOs and UN 

agencies are able to reach the most 

vulnerable communities due to the good 

work done by national NGOs as well 

as community based groups. 
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 Ten Reasons Why
the PVO Amendment Bill 

is Bad for Zimbabwe

4. The Bill Paralyses Humanitarian 
Work Thousands of families depend on 
food aid from NGOs. Access to 
vulnerable communities is made 
possible throug h col la boration 
between international NGOs and local 
CSOs. By paralysing local CSOs 
t h r o u g h  h e a v y  r e g i s t r a t i o n 
requirements, the Bill makes it difficult 
for humanitarian groups to reach 
vulnerable communities.

5. Vulnerable Groups Will be Exposed 
to Extreme Poverty Many churches 
work with foreign-based charity 
organisations. By putting restrictions 
on foreign funding for NGOs, the Bill 
will lead to many charity groups 
withdrawing their support leading to 
extreme poverty for vulnera ble 
groups. 

6. Civic Engagement Will be Paralysed 
Hundreds of CBOs help communities 
become engaged with their leaders, 
participate in democratic processes 
and serve their communities. By 
i m p o s i n g  h e a v y  r e g i s t r a t i o n 
requirements for these CBOs, the Bill is 
silencing them and in the process 
tak ing  away  the  benefits  that 
communities were enjoying. 

2. Interferes with Independence of 
NGOs NGOs play an important 
oversight role on the government. By 
giving the Registrar of NGOs and the 
Minister power to shutdown NGOs, 
the Bill takes away this independence 
as NGOs will be afraid to criticise the 
government where it is wrong for fear 
of being shut down.  

1. The Amendment Bill (the Bill) 
Violates the Constitution NGOs are 
fo r m s  o f  s o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n , 
expression and association. The Bill 
imposes unfair restrictions on NGOs 
and their activities hence violating the 
constitutionally guaranteed freedoms 
of association, assembly, expression 
and related political rights.

3. The Bill Criminalises Human Rights 
Work Human rights groups raise 
important human rights issues in our 
communities. Human rights lawyers 
help victims of political violence. By 
proposing harsh penalties, including 
jail time of up to one year for NGOs 
deemed to support political activity, 
the Bill is criminalising human rights 
work.

7. Loss of Foreign Currency Through 
this Bill a lot of foreign currency will be 
lost as donors divert humanitarian aid 
to countries that respect human rights. 
Loss of foreign currency means 
shortage of fuel, medication and other 
important things that our country 
buys from outside using foreign 
currency.

8. The Bill threatens the existence of 
CSOs The Bill allows for suspension 
and removal of leadership of PVOs by 
the Minister, effectively putting in 
d a n g e r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e 
organisation. People who do not have 
the values and interes ts of the 
organisation maybe imposed as 
leaders. 

9. Corruption and Violence Will 
Increase NGOs help put pressure on 
the government to advance good 
governance and hold lead ers to 
account. They document violence and 
corruption. Without this pressure, 
leaders will be free to steal with no 
questions asked. Those who ask 
questions will be jailed and there will 
be no human rights lawyers to help 
them. 

10. Reversal of Devolution Devolution 
is now a central principle in Zimbabwe. 
The centralization assumed in this 
proposed Bill reverses the spirit of 
devolution by ascribing too much 
authority to the Minister and the 
Registrar of PVOs.

Scan Qr Code to access 
the full ZimRights’ report 

on the PVO Bill
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 Women Leading 
 Human Rights Action 

in Communities 
By Perlagia T. Kapuya  

The handbook also provides a directory of 
women’s rights organizations working to 
put human rights and women’s leadership 
at the forefront.   

improved women lead ersh ip in the  
human rights agenda while proffering 
recommendations towards the same. It 
also juxtaposes national and international 
work and statutes; and interrogates 
dif ferent chal lenges ranging from 
structural, cultural to power relations 
influencing the current status. 

imRights has partnered with ZAct4Women in a campaign to 
bring women into the center of 

human rig hts work, n ot jus t as 
participants but also as leaders. This 
work started with the development of 
a handbook on Women, Human Rights 
and Leadership in Zimbabwe. The 
H a n d b o o k  d u b b e d  O p e n  U p ! 
recognizes the work done over the 
years  by women human r ig hts 
d e f e n d e r s  a n d  a n a l y s e s  t h e 
challenges, gaps and opportunities for 

OPEN UP

Scan Qr Code to access 
the full handbook. 
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ratified in Zimbabwe, provide an 
opportunity for women leading and 
seeking to lead the human rights 
agenda in Zimbabwe to explore and 
thrive. 

In spite of the gaps and challenges 
faced by women in e ffect ively 
participating in leadership and human 
rig hts action, The Zimba bwean 
s c e n a r i o  s h o w s  p r o m i s i n g 
opportunities for women to flourish in 
leading the human rights agenda and 
sustaining it. These opportunities 
emanate from, amongst others; 

The Gend er Commission – wh ich 
primarily monitors issues concerning 
gend er equality to ensure gend er 
e q u a l i t y  a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h e 
Constitution as well as to investigate 
possible violations of rights relating to 
the same; 

The Ministry of Women’s Affairs – which 
is charged with women empowerment 
and has gender focal persons in all line 
ministries, departments and agencies at 
district and ward levels who should be 
instrumental in driving local efforts at 
ensuring gender equality. 

T h e  Z i m b a b w e  H u m a n  R i g h t s 
Commission – which was established to 
ensure observance of human rights for 
all, inves tigation of human rig hts 
a b u s e s  a n d  p ro s e c u t i n g  a g a i n s t 
perpetrators; 

They are also charged with the 
protection of women’s rights by 
mainstreaming gender in all policies , 
programs and projects in their various 
sectors. Importantly, there is a growing 
women's movement in Zimbabwe that 
is non-governmental and largely 
independent. All the above mentioned 
institutions and structures , supported 
by a thriving international human 
rights framework largely adopted and 

The 2013 Constitution of Zimbabwe – 
which points to the tenets of equality 
and the fact that human rights are for 
all, irrespective of sex or gender; 

Priscilla tells the story of how she 
started her mining activities and how 
at some point she made USD2,000 in 
one week, only for her then husband to 
take the money from her against her 
will and went on to lose it all through 
gambling . “So you see, there is need for 
women to s tand together agains t 
a buses and unfair practices in the 
mining sector ,  w e hav e to  do i t 
collectively otherwise we won’t win”. I 
h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g  m y  p a r t  i n 
representing my fellow women and 
challenge some of the practices but we 
need to work together. I have started 
an organization that represents 
women artisanal miners but I am yet to 
register it. It must be easier for women 
artisanal miners to register mines, to 
access loans and laws have to be put in 
place, specifically to protect women 
miners  f rom a buse  and  unfa i r 
practices. 

There should be land reserved for 
women, to actually say this piece of 
land is only pegged by women, so that 
even those myths about women 
bringing bad luck to the mines can be 
done  away  wi th .  Throug h  the 
organization , I envision that our fight 
for our rights will be taken seriously 
and we will be protected at the same 
time. 

nothing I can do to them. If it was a man, 
a fig ht was going to erupt. Only 
yesterday, I was told that the hammer 
mill that I had put there was stolen . How 
can that be when there is a guard? Also 
the men are always there at night 
guarding the ore, but for women 
because of the roles we have in the 
household , we are unable to guard ore 
at night and men take advantage and 
steal from us. I am not going to take that 
lying down, I am going to demand what 
is mine’. She narrated. 

MINING SECTOR ARTICLE
This article profiles Priscilla Runyararo 
Mashinge, a Midlands based advocate 
for the rights of women artisanal 
miners. Priscilla (37) has been in the 
small-scale mining sector for the past 
ten years. 

‘From personal experience , I have seen 
that women are always at the receiving 
end of abuses within the mining sector. 
Of late I have been working in Silobela 
and we agreed with the mine owner that 
I would get 30% after expenses. I 
contributed machinery, explosives, 
diesel and food for the men who provide 
labor only for the mine owners to turn 
a r o u n d  a n d  s a y  “ M u n h u  w e s e 
ngaapind e much i round”, meaning 
everyone gets an equal share , including 
the security guards. It is so painful after 
all that investment to be subjected to 
such unfair practices. All this is because I 
am a woman and they know there is 

At the center of ZimRights’ 
w o r k  i s  c o m m u n i t y  o r 
grassroots activism and the 
Open Up! Campaign amplifies 
that by recognizing, nurturing 
and sustaining that activism 
amongst women so that their 
participation in leadership and 
in the human rights agenda is 
more meaningful and effective. 
Profiling of women human 
rights champions making a 
difference in their communities 
and spheres of influence is an 
i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e 
campaign. 
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Issues of human rights violations 
against women at mines are quite 
common and it is women like Priscilla, 
who decide to champion human rights 
action, that make a difference. She also 
tells of a time when women were being 
barred from attending to their mining 
shafts because it is believed that, 
because women menstruate, they 
bring bad luck. The women believing 
that it was a ploy to shortchange them, 
mobilized each other to remove their 
mining equipment until the mine 
owners relented and allowed them to 

“Imagine if a woman like me who knows 
a bit about human rights can be abused , 
w h a t  m o r e  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  l e s s 
knowledgeable of their rights? My ex-
husband used to verbally abuse me and 
would do everything for me to try and 
stop me. He would say a woman should 
not do mining because it is a male 
dominated industry , but as soon as he 
saw that I was now making money, he 
wanted to take over my project. It’s 
actually very tough to be a woman in 
mining.” Said Priscilla as she continued 
her narration. 

These power s tructures have an 
impact on all aspects of life, from law 
and politics, to economic and social 
policy, family and community life. 

 

Sexual abuse, migrant male miners 
taking advantage of young girls and 
raping them, unfair, unequal and 
d egrading treatment of women 
emanating from the sys tem of 
patriarchy are some of the women’s 
rights issues that Priscilla and fellow 
women miners are grappling with. 

Health dangers of using mercury and 
the collapse of dug holes are also 
posing a threat to women’s safety at 
their work place. The women believe 
that a formalized way of working at the 
mines and formalized representation 
to guard against women’s human 
rights violations would provide a 
sustainable supporting structure for 
their day to day activities at the mines. 

attend to their own shafts. 

Through the Open Up! Campaign 
m o r e  w o m e n  s t o r i e s  w i l l  b e 
documented and more avenues will be 
created for engagement of the human 
rights framework to cater more for 
women. Importantly, avenues to 
understand their needs, challenges 
and aspirations will be explored to take 
advantage of opportunities to improve 
women’s role in the human rights 
agenda. All  th is done with the 
und ers tanding that  e ffect ively 
ensuring women’s human rig hts 
r e q u i r e s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
understanding of the underlying 
societal structures and power relations 
that define and influence women’s 
ability to enjoy their human rights and 
claim their space in leadership. 

Priscilla, showing the result of her exploits, a 33gram processed 
gold stone worth USD52 per gram 
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It is easier to identify and talk about the obviously 
discriminatory practices that make women continue to 
occupy secondary positions in several aspects but a closer 
look at legacies, institutions and practices that seemingly 
exist to close the gap towards gender parity exposes the 
tokenistic nature of some of those practices. 

One of the important undertakings of the Open Up 
campaign is calling out legacies and practices that seem to 
advance gender equality and women's participation in 
leadership when in fact, not really! 

Gend er equality is a prerequisite for sus taina ble 
development and the achievement of women’s human 
rights. In fact, there is a an entrenched nexus between the 
two. Sustainable development, whichever angle it is looked 
at, can not be gender blind. The Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW) which was adopted by the United Nations (UN) 
General Assembly in 1979, and in which came into force in 
1981, was inspired by the notion of gender equality. 179 
countries, which include Zimbabwe, are party to the 
CEDAW Convention, meaning that gender equality has 
become part of customary international law. 

At face value, it appears as if Zimbabwe has made significant 
progress in promoting gender sensitive laws and policies. 
Equality between men and women is explicitly provided for 
in the Constitution of Zimbabwe (Section 17 and Section 
80). It is also provided for in the National Gender Policy. 
Zimbabwe has signed and ratified international conventions 
on gender equality such as the Convention on the 
Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW). Zimbabwe also has put in place institutions that 
support gender equality such as the Ministry of Women 
Affairs, the Gender Commission and Women Empower 
Bank. Quota systems have also been put in place, ostensibly 
to enable women participation in key decision making 
spaces such as parliament. All major political parties in the 
country have Women’s Leagues, seemingly demonstrating 
a commitment to advance gender equality. 

However, on close analysis, this assumed progress is largely 
mere tokenism. Reserving a specific percentage of the seats 
in parliament for women is in fact an acknowledgement that 
the prevailing social, economic and political infrastructure 
in Zimbabwe does not allow men and women to equally 
contest for power in elections. 

 Of Tokenistic Legacies 

and Practices 
By Perlagia T. Kapuya
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There is evidence to demonstrate that 
political will  to implement the 
beautiful texts (laws and policies) is 
presently missing in Zimbabwe. To 
begin with, there is not enough 
budgetary support for the institutions 
that are supposed to advance gender 
equality (the Gender Commission and 
Ministry of Women Affairs). A paltry 
0.1 percent of the budget is allocated 
to the Gender Commission in 2022 
while 0.5 percent is allocated to the 
Ministry of Women Affairs. Th is 
inhibits the functionality of these 
institutions, making it difficult for 
them to dispose of their mandates. 

not just gender sensitive policies and 
legislative framework.

What makes these institutions to be 
inadequately resourced to dispose of 
their mandates is a result of the 
absence of gender budgeting, which 
itself is a function of the lack of 
political will to implement laws and 
policies that promote gender equality. 
Gender budgetting, once adopted as a 
national strategy or policy, means that  
a country has committed to avail 
financial resources for the attainment 
of gender equality through supporting 

To achieve gender equality, there is 
need to  move beyond ‘ g e n d e r 
tokenism’  and to take concrete 
measures to ensure sys tematic 
changes to discriminatory power 
structures, social norms and hostile 
environments that are barriers to equal 
enjoyment of human rights by women 
and girls in all spheres. Having a law or 
a pol icy in place is  one th ing. 
Implementation of such a law or a 
policy is another th ing. What is 
obtaining in Zimbabwe with regards to 
gender equality is a contradiction 
between theory and practice, that is 
there is progressive policies and 
legislation in place that provides for 
gender equality but there are still miles 
to go before parity is achieved. What is 
required to achieve gender parity is  

However, what is required is not 
provision of tokens such as quotas for 
w o m e n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e 
implementation of constitutional 
provisions, the Gender Policy and 
international  Conventions that 
provide for equality between men and 
women. The establishment of the 
Women Empower Bank is also an 
acknowledgement of the fact that 
there are inequalities between men 
and women with respect access to 
finances. However, the conditions set 
for access to credit make it very 
difficult for the majority of women 
who need it, to benefit from it. The fact 
that the chairman of the Women’s 
bank is a man is also a curious reality. A 
closer look at Women’s Leagues/ 
Councils within political parties will 
reveal that the autonomy of such 
councils is limited and decisions 
making powers largely non-existent. 
The women’s councils seem to exist 
more to mobilize support for the main 
wings- that are male dominated , than 
for the advancement of gend er 
equality in politics and leadership. 

the effective functionality of state 
institutions mandated to promote 
gender equality. It entails availing 
financial and other resources towards 
the implementation of the gender 
clauses in the constitution, fulfilling 
the country’s international obligations 
on gender and creating space for 
women access to skills, education and 
economic opportunities. 

A  g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e 
incapacity of the institutions 
mandated to promote gender 
equality is the failure by such 
institutions to combat Gender 
based Violence. In Zimbabwe, 
about 1 in 3 women aged 15 to 
49 have experienced Gender 
Based Violence and about 1 in 4 
women have experienced 
sexual violence since the age of 
15,  according to a recent 
UNFPA report. Gender based 
violence diminishes the self 
esteem of women, fosters male 
super ior ity  by  subject ing 
women to male dominance and 
as such, diminishes prospects 
for achieving gender equality. 
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To achieve gender equality in human 
rights and leadership, a society must 
have a normative and value system for 
gender equality. The highly patriarchal 
nature of the Zimbabwean society is 
such that this normative framework is 
absent or wishy washy. Institutions in 
any society are products of that 
particular society’s norms and values 
and the conduct of business in these 
institutions are determined by the 
same normative values. In patriarchal 
societies, institutions (governments, 
po l i t i ca l  par t ies ,  ind epend ent 
commissions and the judicial systems) 
become gender blind. That is why in 
most cases, the only senior positions 
women can occupy are deputies of 
their male counterparts. 

This normative and value system for 
gender equality can only be achieved if 
government deliberately creates space 
for its citizens to learn about gender 
equality and advantages thereof. One 
way of doing this is to embed gender 
equality in the curriculum for schools 
and categorically declaring patriarchy 

women. Addit ional ly,  althoug h 
women constitute more than 70% of 
small holder farmers, they own a paltry 
20% of farmland in Zimbabwe. 

Progress towards achieving gender 
equality in Zimba bwe is largely 
assumed and mere tokenism. There is 
still a lot of work to do to achieve 
gend er  equal i ty  in  Z imba bwe. 
Zimbabwe needs to move beyond 
providing tokens to women and 
deconstruct all norms and values that 
perpetuate gender inequality.

Institutions that promote gender 
equality needs to be strengthened. 
Gend er  par i ty  with  respect  to 
controlling the productive sectors of 
the economy is a pre-requisite for 
gender equality in Zimbabwe. 

Gender equality in leadership and 
human rights cannot be achieved in a 
country where 1 in every 3 women 
experience gender based violence. 

 

Meet our featured female 
human rights defender
Runyararo Priscillah Mashinge
Director – Women Artisanal Miners Association (WAMA)

SUPPORT FROM 
GOVERNMENT: 

Still sinking shaft

CLAIM SIZE: 

OUTPUT: 

Munyati

None so far

10 hectares

Small Scale Miner

NAME: 
Runyararo Priscillah 
Mashinge

OCCUPATION: 

MINE LOCATION: 

Mining is not an easy industry especially for women 
because it is largely dominated by men. We must 
therefore keep pushing until targeted goals are 
achieved. Let us soldier on and not forget to hold each 
others’ hand. Gold can turn around the fortunes of an 
individual and a nation, overnight.

Ÿ To make sure that women are not  routinely denied 
direct access or control over minerals. 

Ÿ To ramp up output that has a positive impact on 
the country’s economy. 

SET GOALS: 

MESSAGE TO FELLOW WOMEN MINERS: 

Ÿ To ensure that women are not blocked in  their 
participation in decision-making and leadership 
opportunities.

Ÿ To have an environment free from factors that 
prevent women from accessing credit that would 
allow for increased income and security. 

Ÿ To be a go to model for women in mining.

bad for human rights. 

The bedrock of gender equality is equal 
access to resources between men and 
women. Zimbabwe is endowed with 
natural resources such as fertile land, 
minerals, wildlife and forestry. Women 
control only a marginal stake in the 
productive sectors of the economy. 
Access to resources helps to adress 
economic vulnerabilities of women 
and hence creates opportunities for 
them to excel in economic and public 
spheres. 

ZimRights’ Open Up handbook in fact 
documents women’s accounts of the 
relationsh ip between econ omic 
empowerment and their ability to 
participate in leadership and claim 
their human rights. According to 
Nyakanyanga S, in a news article on 
Women Miners’ Stake in Zimbabwe, in 
the mining sector alone, 11-15% of the 
estimated 50 000 small scale mines in 
the country are owned by women, only 
30% of the estimated 1,5 million 
artisanal and small-scale miners are 



 Building the Next 
Generation of active citizens through 

Constitution Clubs 
By  Kenneth Magwada   

outh involvement in civic Yp a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  l a r g e l y 
synonymous with orgies of 

violence and intimidation against 
p o l i t i c a l  r i v a l r i e s .  M e a n i n g f u l 
participation and involvement in the 
decision – making processes has been 
lacking for the majority of youths, who 
are considered the future of any 
nation. 

MISSING IN ACTION 

YOUTHS CURRENTLY 

While there seems to be a deliberate 
attempt to relegate youth to the 
periphery of decision-making and 
meaningful participation, it is the 
attitude akin to that of the Biblical 

It is a sad reality that the youth of 
today are a far-cry from the yesteryear 
youths who became nationalists and 
freedom fighters, and whose efforts 
resulted in the independence of many 
African nations, Zimbabwe included. 

 Each generation must, 

out of relative obscurity, 

discover its mission, 

fulfil it, or betray it. 

”

”

 Frantz Fanon 

YOUTH ZONE
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Looking at it, Zimbabwean youth have 
the zeal, and emotion which can be 
largely seen in the way they participate 
in musical debates and the way they 
religiously engage on social media. 
However, when it comes to civic issues, 
the zeal and emotion is lacking. Others 
have said it because of lack trust in the 
political processes. Poor service 
delivery and coercion have largely seen 
mos t youths believing that the 
government cannot deliver a decent 
life to them. For years and years, they 
and their parents, have been fed on 
p r o m i s e s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n 
underdelivered and they have been 
largely excluded from the national 
decision-making processes. Whether it 
is apathy or lack of trust in political 
processes, the situation remains dire. 
Youths, despite being 67.7% of the 
population, are missing from the front 
in terms of civic and democratic 
processes. 

man who waited to be thrown into the 
pool of Bethesda, that is worrying. 
Today, a walk in any the high-density 
suburbs, and the Central Business 
District of any city in Zimbabwe is 
absolutely gutting. Sights of gaunt 
looking youth, with leathery skin, 
some lying prostrate in comatose – like 
state or behaving in violent ways, are 
commonplace. They describe it as 
“ k u t s o m e w a ” ,  “ a k a t s o m w a ”  o r 
“akarohwa nema tsom-tsom” – these 
words describing the state of drunken 
stupor that goes beyond normal 
drunkenness caused by common 
alcoholic beverages. “Kutsomewa” is 
Shona slang for being pursued and its 
use to describe drunk youths is related 
to the hallucinogenic effects of the 
source of the drunkenness - the illicit 
drugs and substances, the most 
infamous of those being BronCleer (a 
well-known but prohibited cough 
sy rup) ,  and  Mutor i ro  (Crys ta l 
Methamphetamine). 

So common place is this trend that it 
now seems legal and fashionable. So 
prevalent is the trend that even 
learners in schools form a substantial 
number of youths affected by it. Sadly, 
this is the trend that has overtaken the 
landscape when it comes to youth’s 
participation and leadership. Issues of 
civic engagement now appear to be for 
a selected few. 

The above is just one scenario of the 
s tate of mos t young peo ple in 
Zimbabwe when it comes to civic 
engagement. Different causes have 
been alluded to but the bottom line is 
that many Zimbabwean youths are 
disengaged from civic participation. 
Some have said it is because of apathy 
– loosely defined, apathy is absence of 
emotion or enthusiasm. 

They live in the now and they are also 
affected by decisions made today 
hence, the need for them to be 
equipped with the right tools of 
engagement. One of these tools 
a v a i l e d  by  Z i m R i g h t s  a re  t h e 
Constitution clubs, a brainchild of 
ZimRights Youth Zone (one of the 
eight action zones under ZimRights) 
that targets learners in High Schools 
and Tertiary Institutions in order to 
promote constitutional awareness and 
civic education in Zimbabwe. 

A constitution club is a club that 
owned and administered by students 
with the aim, among other things, of 
p r o m o t i n g  k n o w l e d g e  o n  t h e 
Zimbabwean Constitution; educating 
students about constitutionalism, 
children’s rights, gender equality, civic 
rights and duties as well as promoting 
a sense of patriotism and civic 
responsibility. 

The Constitution Clubs complement 
and support the civic education 
provided to learners as part of their 
learning and training. Having been 
birthed in 2020, ZimRights now 
boasts of fourteen clubs from learning 
institutions across Bulawayo, Harare, 
Masvingo, Matebeleland North and 
Matebeleland South provinces. Of 
these fourteen, two are institutions of 
higher learning while the rest are High 
schools. ZimRights assists these clubs 
throug h sharing kn owledge and 
resources with young people, and also 
to inspire them to believe that they 
indeed are a key group in the affairs of 
our society. The presence of these 
Cons tit ution clubs across the 5 
prov inces  reflects  the  level  of 
awareness that ZimRights is sowing 
among learners, and is a step in the 
right direction towards cultivating the 
next generation of active citizens. 

 

 Youth involvement in 

civic participation is 

largely synonymous with 

orgies of violence and 

intimidation against 

political rivalries. 

”
”

CONSTITUTION CLUBS ARE

PLATFORMS FOR MEANING-

FUL PARTICIPATION 

ZimRights has taken a step beyond the 
cliché that says young people are the 
future and believes that young people 
are the present and they need to be 
i n v o l v e d  i n  t o d a y s ’  c i v i c  a n d 
democratic processes while equipping 
them to be leaders of tomorrow.
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It is worth noting that some of the 
activities that Constitution Club 
Members can undertake include but 
are not limited to; practical exercises, 
peer  d i scuss ions ,  d ebates ,  a r t 
competitions, moot courts, training 
workshops and study trips. For the 
sake of brevity, one such success story 
i s  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  c l u b  a t 
Zwangendaba high school. 

Furthermore, the club also held a 
yo u t h  d i a l o g u e  w h e re by  t h e y 
i d e n t i fi e d  l e a r n e r s  w h o  w e r e 
struggling with drug and substance - 
abuse and managed to formulate an 
action plan to curb the problem at their 
s c h o o l  a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g 
community. With this, ZimRights 
rejoices in that the club members are 
showing that; after becoming aware of 
an issue, they come to understand its 
importance and relevance to their 

The school is in rural Lupane, under 
Matebeleland north province. Formed 
in September 2021, the club quickly 
rose from a membership of twenty to 
fifty-seven students in a space of two 
months. In November 2021, they held 
a campaign to observe the 16 days of 
activism against gender - based 
violence where they invited members 
of the community. The function was 
also graced by local traditional and 
local-government leaders and it was 
replete with poetry, speeches, plays, 
song and dance. At the end of the day, 
the club managed to drive home the 
point of  fig hting gend er-based 
violence. In December, the club led in 
commemorating the national tree 
planting day. 

In testament to ZimRights’ efforts at 
p r o m o t i n g  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e 
constitution and civic education, most 
constitution clubs have risen to carry 
out advocacy initiatives within their 
schools and communities. 

To underline ZimRights’ seriousness in 
supporting the clubs, it convened a 
constitution summit on the 1st of 
December 2020. The summit brought 
together club members from different 
schools and was a platform for inter-
g e n e r a t i o n a l  d i a l o g u e  o n  t h e 
constitution and constitutionalism. 
The  Cons t i t ut ion  Summit  was 
addressed by leading experts and 
practitioners who included former 
High Court Judge Jus tice Moses 
Chinhengo, Kent Law School Professor 
Dr. Alex Magaisa and the Ch ie f 
Registrar of the Superior Courts of 
Zimbabwe Ms. Anitah Tshuma. Dr. 
Magaisa was one of the experts 
involved in development of the current 
Constitution and he shared with 
learners his experiences during the 
Constitution-making process. Justice 
Chinhengo took the opportunity to 
launch a publication by ZimRights 
specifically targeting the Constitution 
Clubs, the ‘Level Up: A Handbook for 
Constitution Clubs in Zimbabwe.’ The 
book is a guide for schools that want to 
launch Constitution Clubs and for club 
leaders who want to incorporate 
cons tit ution education in their 
programmes. To date it has been 
distributed across all the clubs around 
the country and remains available for 
further distribution. 

AN ENCOURAGING 

TESTIMONY 

Z i m R i g h t s  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e 
Constitution club initiative is a small 
flame that has been lit, and in no time, 
will become a bonfire of high - level 
consciousness in civic and democratic 
processes. While the current scenario 
on youth participation may look 
depressing and unenviable, the future 
looks bright through the constitution 
clubs. 

lives, then decide to participate in a 
campaign. They are taking ownership 
and leadership of the peculiar issues 
affecting their communities.  

Learners are becoming knowledgeable 
about constitutionalism and human 
rights. Synergies and partnerships 
between academic institutions and 
other stakeholders aimed at the 
provision of quality civic education to 
learners are being created. Schools and 
universities will be well-resourced with 
materials relating to constitutionalism 
and human rights and an empowered 
constitutionally literate citizenry 
aware of civic rights and duties is on 
the horizon. The next generation of 
active citizens is secured. Instead of 
kutsomewa, youths will be pursuing 
issues of national interest and securing 
their future and that of others through 
actively taking part in creating and 
preserving a culture of human rights 
and meaningful civic participation. 
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Because you are 
our Champion.

You are the champion we have
been waiting for. We want to join
hands with you and fight for the
causes you care about.



INTRODUCTION
The appetite in politicians to amend 
the cons tit ution and introduce 
draconian legislation for political 
purposes is deeply engraved in the 
Zimbabwean political culture and has 
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  s h a p e d  t h e 
Z i m b a b w e a n  d e m o c r a c y  a n d 
cons tit utionalism discourse.  In 
principle, constitutions are supposed 
to be people driven and shaped by the 
i m a g i n a t i o n s  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e 
aspirations of citizens, as the preamble 
of the Constitution of Zimbabwe 
Amendment (No.20) Act 2013 states 
“We the people of Zimbabwe,...”. This 
however is n ot the case in our 
Zimbabwean political system in which 
t h o s e  i n  p o w e r  a m e n d  t h e 
constitution and introduce draconian 
laws as weapons against perceived 
opponents. 

THE VIRUS AND THE BILLS 

THAT FOLLOWED
The advent of the Covid-19 virus and 
the global health pandemic that 
followed only served to exasperate the 
appetite of those in power to make 
significant changes in the constitution 
with out the consent of the governed 
and also introduce legislation that is 
repressive in nature. The declared 
state of health emergency precipitated 
the enforcement of a nation wide lock 
down in which power was emphasized 
on the executive, particularly the office 
of the President. This meant reduced 

parliamentary oversig ht on the 
executive arm of government and an 
increase in unchecked behavior in the 
executive which resulted in them 
utilizing the Covid-19 virus and lock 
down to fast track significant changes 
to the constitution and laws. 

In Zimbabwe, the amendments to the 
constitution during the Covid-19 lock 
down are part of a bigger framework of 

T h e  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  l a w s  a n d 
constitution weakened the judiciary, 
the parliament and most tragically the 
citizens, who because of the virus, the 
l o c k  d o w n  a n d  t h e  a d v e r s e 
socioeconomic impacts of the lock 
down became too disenfranchised to 
impact fu l ly  o rgan i ze  a  s t rong 
resistance. It can be stated that the 
introduct ion of  Cons t it ut ional 
Amendment Bill Number 2 in 2019 
which later became law, and the 
aggressive initiative taken to pursue it 
in the heath of a ravaging virus and 
health crisis is a clear indication of the 
predatory and exclusionary tactics 
which were implored by those in 
power to keep the people out, in a 
process that was supposed to be 
centered around them. The Covid-19 
virus and lock down presented political 
opportunities for those in power to 
harvest and consolidate more power, 
and this is not just true in Zimbabwe 
but also globally in different world 
regions. 

The virus, youth and the 

constitution in Zimbabwe
By Namatai Kwekweza

Scan Qr Code to watch 
Namatai Kwekweza and 

Takudzwa Ngadziore speak 
on youth activism.

JANUARY - MARCH 2022: ISSUE 01   29/  THE DEFENDER  / 



According to a research by the Youth 
Empowerment and Transformation 
Trust, “Decades of struggle and hope” 
(2019),  1  In 5 youth kn ow the 
constitution of Zimbabwe, that is less 
than 17.5% of all youth in Zimbabwe 
who are knowledgeable about the 
constitution. This creates a serious 
cons tit utional literacy gap that 
inhibits youth in Zimbabwe from fully 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  e v o l v i n g 
constitutionalism discourse of the 
country. The same research indicates 
that, of the overall population of youth 
who are aware of the constitution, 
22% are young men and 14 % are 
young women. This raises serious 
gender disparities in education around 
the cons tit ution wh ich is more 
accessible to young men than young 
women. Awareness of the constitution 
is an important factor for youth 
participation and youth showing up to 
d e f e n d  d e m o c r a t i c  s p a c e  i n 
Zimbabwe. It can therefore be stated 
that one of the key reasons for youth 
apathy in Zimbabwe, has been the lack 
of awareness of the constitution and 
the fundamental rights it provides in 
the bill of rights which is chapter 4 of 
the constitution. 

Z i m b a b w e  h a s  a n  e s t i m a t e d 
population of 14 million people, of 
which the UNFPA indicated that 62% 
of the population of Zimbabweans are 
youth under 25 years of age. 

efforts to shrink civic and democratic 
space. Since the enforcement of the 
first lock down on 30 March 2020 till 
present, significant changes in the law, 
civic and political environment have 
taken place wh ich includ e; the 
reintroduction of the national youth 
service, the proposal of a patriotic bill, 
the militarization of the health and 
agricultural sectors, the PVO bill, the 
weaponization of the judiciary system 
to settle scores with perceived political 
opponents, the capturing of the 
judiciary, the use of abductions, 
torture and police brutality as well as 
the enactment of the cyber security 
and data protection law to shrink civic 
space online. It should be highlighted 
that midst the changes in the civic 
environment, youth have continued to 
show up, consistently organizing while 
they are at the receiving end of most of 
the brutality in this heavily restricted 
and perilous environment. It is 
therefore imperative to note that the 
efforts made by youth in Zimbabwe to 
defend democratic space go beyond 
the protection of the constitution, but 
are far reaching into many different 
aspects of everyday life. Furthermore, 
it is crucial to highlight the role played 
by young women in civic organizing, 
defending democracy and advancing 
constitutionalism, this in particular is 
important to note in terms of the shifts 
in the participation trends and 
dynamics of youth using a gender and 
intersection lens.   

YOUTH CONSTITUTIONAL 

LITERACY AND SHRINKING 

CIVIC SPACE:

The virus, coupled with the preexisting 
apathy and lack of awareness of the 
constitution among youth created the 
perfect environment for numerous 
measures to be implored gradually in a 
way that slowly nibbled at democracy 
in Zimbabwe. Slowly, in a very none 
alarming way, significant measures 
that have caused a gory democratic 
regression in Zimbabwe were step by 
step put into action targeting the 
judiciary, parliament, citizens, internet 
freedoms and eventually civil society. 
The chronology of events starting with 
the amendment of the constitution 
leading to the recent PVO Bill clearly 
affirm the ideas of S.Levitsky & 
D.Ziblatt (2018) in “How democracies 
die”, in which the authors argue that 
“There is an other way to break a 
d emocracy. It is less dramatic but 
equally d es tructive.” This way as 
described by the two authors is the 
gradualism and incremental approach 
to breaking a democracy which tends 
to be less alarming for citizens such 
that they typically organize little to no 
resistance. This way is characteristic of 
minute technicalities or changes in 
laws that seem negligible at face value 
but in the long term have ripple 
impacts of catastrophe and calamities 
to the social, economic and political 
composition of any society. 

T h i s  i s  t h e  w a y  o f  a m e n d i n g 
constitutions, introducing new laws 
like the cyber security and data 
protection law which restricts internet 
freedoms or the PVO Bill which 
directly attacks the work on non-
governmental  organizat ions  in 
advancing fundamental human rights. 
Gradually, incrementally, civic spaces 
has been shrinking and there has been 
little in the way of authentic and 
vibrant organizing among young 
people to defend the weakening 
democracy in Zimbabwe. 

 

 Awareness of the 

constitution is an 

important factor for 

youth participation 

and youth showing up 

to defend democratic 

space in Zimbabwe.  

”

”
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to advance their work in human rights, 
constitutionalism and democracy. 
First, the youth can leverage on their 
age and ensure that they adhere to 
measure that prevent the spread of the 
virus as they organize and mobilize. 
This means hand sanitizer, face masks, 
social distancing and innovations like 
peaceful social distance physical 
protests must be characteristic of 
youth activists and leaders. Young 
people must also make use of the 
digital world and social media as it is an 
effective way of making impact while 
ensuring that the message is sent loud 
an clear to human rights abusers. 
There is need for Covid 19 context 
specific solidarity networks which look 
at how to give front line defenders in 
distress support during a time of lock-
down and quarantine. It is important 
to ensure that no matter the lock-
down, those arrested still have legal 
support so they don’t stay long behind 
bars which increases their risk of 
exposure to Covid-19.

Currently, since the pandemic is still 
on-going it is important for the youth 
leaders and activists to remain present 
and d evelo p Covid-19 spec ific 
strategies and tactics that allow them

CONCLUSION

The biggest beneficiary of all the steps 
that have been taken to weaken 
democracy in Zimbabwe so far has 
been the Executive and particularly the 
office of the President. It can also be 
argued that most of the changes that 
have taken place in the laws of 
Z i m b a b w e ,  h a ve  m o s t ly  b e e n 
politically aggravated and are strongly 
motivated by the looming 2023 
elections. The changes in our laws for 
political expediency has strongly 
disfranchised citizens and put in place 
the legal foundation that facilitates 
the persecution and prosecution of 
perceived opponents.  It is now very 
important for citizens in Zimbabwe to 
organize, push back and lead in 
p r o t e c t i n g  o u r  d e m o c r a c y  i n 
Zimbabwe.  

It is also important that youth organize 
ways to never put activists with pre-
exis ting medical conditions, old 
activists (old age) and activists who are 
at risk of being arrested on the front 
lines were they could be exposed to 
Covid-19. These are the times when 
the Covid-19 virus can be weaponized 
against arrested opposition, activists 
and dissidents while in custody. The 
most important thing to note is these 
are times to survive, as the old saying 
goes “A good solider lives to fight 
another day”. The pandemic is real, 
Covid-19 is real, but so is the power of 
youth leadership, youth activism and 
youth movements. In conclusion, 
those who violate human rights and 
undermine our democracy are not 
being slowed down by Covid-19 and 
the lock-down. Why should youth 
leaders and activists fall asleep. The 
Covid-19 context is the time for 
d emons trated youth lead ersh ip, 
youth activism and youth power!
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Human rights are the world we live in.
And the world our children will live in.
Without human rights, our world is
nothing and humanity perishes.



 How We Fled 
our home after protesting against 

corruption in Government
By Godess Bvutukwa

My major fear was sexual assault more 
than arrest because of government’s 
use of sexual assault and rape to 
subjugate women who participated in 
political activism and protes ts, 
something I had blogged about. My 
husband decided to join me on the last 
minute and holding our placards, we 
marched for about two hours in our 
neighbourhood. As we rounded up the 

that, I knew I was going to participate 
in the July 31 protests which the 
government had called illegal. 

I never thought I would ever jump over 
the wall of our house fleeing from a 
truck packed with riot police and two 
cars with police officers in civilian 
clothes parked outside our gate. 

I n  a  n a r r a t i o n  t i t l e d ,  “ H o w 
Zimbabwean Hospitals Have Turned 
Into Human Abattoirs,” a doctor leaked 
photos from Parirenyatwa Hospital, of 
seven babies who had died in one 
night. because of the rapture of the 
mothers’ uteruses who did not get 
surgery soon enough. After reading 

march, we noticed a woman driving a 
charcoal grey Discovery car following 
and furtively taking photos of us. We 
saw her three times and the fourth 
time was when we got inside our gate 
and she beeped her car weirdly and 
when we turned to look, she drove off. 

Approximately fifteen minutes after 
getting home, two cars and a lorry full 
of riot police arrived at our house. My 
husband had gone out soon after to 
talk to a business acquaintance close 
by. He called me as he was walking 

HUMAN RIGHTS LIFESTYLE
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house upon the advice of the lawyers 
who had talked to the police. The 
police were alleging that according to 
their video there were many people 
who had walked inside the gate 
holding placards and that they would 
come back with a search and seizure 
warrant. The following morning we 
arranged for my sister to walk back to 
our home and get some clothes for our 
children, baby food and diapers. What 
she later told us sent chills of fear in 
every ounce of our bodies. There were 
cars at our gate, and a truck. A number 
of men in blue dustcoats were making 
a hullabaloo shouting for someone to 
open the gate. They were walking to 
our neighbours’ gates questioning 
them and harassing every passerby. 
They even questioned my sister and 
she denied knowing anything and 
walked on. There was no way we were 
going back home that day. We moved 
on to other friends’ houses in case they 
were tracking our phones, the plan was 
to wait until Monday then we hand 
over ourselves to the police. Our 
gardener kept telling us that cars 
sometimes unmarked were taking 

back, and told me that there was riot 
police at our gate. Panicking, I 
immediately wrote on Facebook that 
there was police at our gate, I didn’t 
want something to happen to us 
without the world knowing. I had to 
jump into our neighbour’s yard and I 
met with my husband who was now 
outside our neighbor’s house. We 
explained to our neighbour what was 
going on. 

Our gardener told us on the phone that 
the cars were still by our gate and we 
quickly got our three kids, my sister 
and our domestic helper to jump over 
the wall too. My husband a lawyer, had 
sent an SOS to some lawyers groups 
and soon some human rights lawyers 
were on their way to our house. 

Our neighbor loaned us his car and we 
drove to our church where we met with 
a friend who took the kids, my sister 
and our helper. She had first tried to 
come to our neighbour’s house only to 
see police officers patrolling in that 
road suspiciously. Another friend 
picked us up and we slept at their 

Our knowledgeable connections said 
these cars belonged either to the 
Military Intelligence, the Central 
Intelligence Organisation or a so called 
‘third force’ and that they had been 
monitoring my Facebook activity for 
some time having written many posts 
cr it ic iz ing the government.  On 
Monday, my husband handed himself 
to the police with some lawyers. Their 
advice was that I don’t go unless they 
requested for me. They met with the 
Officer in Charge of the Law and Order 
who said he was the one who had led 
the 'operation' to our house. He said 
they aborted the efforts to get a search 
and seizure warrant. It looked like they 
had done their investigations and seen 
that we were not persons of interest 
and they let h im go. However, 
unidentified cars continued to camp at 
our gate until my husband had to make 
a police report, the day after we got 
home. 

turns to camp at our house. His own 
family had jumped over the wall and 
gone elsewhere in fear. 

”

 My major fear was sexual assault more 

than arrest because of government’s use of 

sexual assault and rape to subjugate women who 

participated in political activism and protests, 

something I had blogged about. 

”
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campaigner. Yet he was a true man of 
the cloth. The Archbishop who passed 
on in December 2021 was ordained as a 
priest in 1960. 

He served as general secretary of the 
South African Council of Churches 
(SACC) from 1978 to 1985. History 
says that he was determined that the 
SACC become one of SA’s most visible 
human rights advocacy organizations. 
For him it wasn't an either I am church 
leader or a human rights advocate 
that ,  but it  was clear  that h is 
outspoken criticism of apartheid was 
birthed from his Christianity. Sadly, in 
Zimbabwe sometimes it seems as if 
some church leaders see these roles as 
conflicting roles. It is during this time 
a t  t h e  S A C C  t h a t  h e  b e c a m e 
prominent opponent of the apartheid 
system emphasizing the importance of 
nonviolent methods. Later he was to 
become the Archbishop of Cape Town, 
the highest position in Southern Africa 
Church of England. 

After Nelson Mandela was released 
from prison in 1990, the Archbishop 
was ins trumental as a mediator 

But several other wise and respected 
women and men are on record as 
having said words to the same effect, 
Martin Luther King being one of them. 
This is what he said, “The ultimate 
tragedy is n ot the o ppression and 
cruelty by the bad people but the silence 
over that by the good people”. Ginetta 
Sagan a well decorated human rights 
campaigner also said, “Silence in the 
face of injustice is complicity with the 
oppressor”. Whilst the Zimbabwean 
clergy cannot be said to have been 
quiet having written several pastoral 
letters over the decades and made 
various mediation attempts between 
the two warring parties; the question 
rises that did they speak loud enough. 
This article seeks to shine a light on the 
life of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, how 
he married his roles as a church leader 
and a human rights activist and for the 
bishops, pastors, priests, apostles, and 
prophets of Zimbabwe to draw lessons 
from this marriage. 

Desmond Tutu was a Bishop of the 
Anglican Church of Southern Africa 
who was well known as an anti-
apartheid activist and a human rights 

between rival African factions. But 
there’s no doubt that he will be more 
remembered for his work as the chair 
of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission which investigated past 
human rights abuses committed by 
both sides. 

Prior to South Africa gaining its 
independence Archbishop Tutu had 
done so much to show his criticism of 
apartheid systems and structures. It 
should be noted that throughout all 
his highly publicized criticism of the 
apartheid government he was rarely 
physically harassed, arrested in the 
way the other non-clergy politicians 
and freedom fighters. He was arrested 
once, had his passport confiscated by 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o n c e  a n d 
reprimanded a few times although 
rumors once circulated of a plan to 
assassinate him. This writer believes 
this was because of the power of the 
priest or pastor’s collar. Even the most 
rogue of governments hold a mixture 
of respect and fear for men of the cloth. 
And when some of the clergy were 
almost giving up in negotiating with 
the apartheid government Tutu said, 

Lessons from

Desmond Tutu
By Godess Bvukutwa ” This is perhaps one of Desmond Tutu’s 

most popular quotes. 

”

 If you are neutral in situations of 

injustice, you have chosen the side of 

the oppressor. If an elephant has its foot 

on the tail of a mouse and you say that 

you are neutral, the mouse will not 

appreciate your neutrality. 
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Community Party was assassinated 
Tutu preached at his funeral although 
he didn’t agree with Hani’s Marxism. 
This humility to work with people 
whose politics one may not agree with 
i s  m i s s i n g  i n  o u r  c l e r g y  a s 
Zimbabweans including their church 
leaders have become heavily polarized 
along political lines.  

In the last years of the apartheid era, 
Tutu was rallying up the international 
community and the United Nations to 
put  pressure  on the apartheid 
government to disband and to allow 
for universal suffrage. One key thing to 
note here is that he gave them 
timelines in his campaigns. At first, he 
gave them one year six months and 
then later, putting on more pressure he 
said apartheid should be disbanded 
withing 6 months. This is a learning 
moment for our clergy, to make 
demands and ultimatums. Whenever 
there are gross acts of human rights 
violations like the killing of seven 
people on the streets of Harare by the 
Zimbabwean army, the clergy could 
have come up with timelines for the 
government to find out who was 
responsible. Imagine if the March Is 
Not Ended pastoral letter had ended 

“Moses went to Pharoah repeatedly to 
secure the release of the Israelites”. In a 
country with a large Chris t ian 
population like Zimbabwe our Church 
leaders do need a nudge sometimes 
because speaking out against human 
rights abuses in all their forms is one of 
the important roles that their huge 
congregations have bestowed upon 
them. 

At a funeral for an activist who had 
been killed by the police the mourners 
identified a government in the crowd 
agent and wanted to necklace him. 
Tutu ran from the podium and threw 
himself on top of the man and begged 
the crowds not to kill the man. The 
Zimbabwean congregation is not 
asking the clergy to literary sacrifice 
their lives for them like Tutu did for this 
government agent. They are asking 
them to use their positions of influence 
to speak truth to power, to not stop 
until change happens. 

On the eve of democracy at an 
Anglican synod of Bishops Tutu called 
for a ban of the Anglican clergy from 
belonging to political party arguing 
that priests affiliating with political 
party would prove divisive. The same 
questions that many have raised in 
Zimba bwe. Several  well-kn own 
C h u r c h  l e a d e r s  h a v e  a l i g n e d 
themselves to the ruling party with 
some being close friends of the past 
and previous presidents. Some church 
leaders have even encouraged their 
followers to vote for the ruling party. 
The few church leaders that have dared 
to criticize the government have been 
la beled to be working with the 
opposition parties. Tutu not only 
worked with the ANC but with other 
political groups like PAC, ZAPO and 
begged them to use nonviolence in 
their political campaigns in 1991. And 
when Chris Hani of the South African 

with an ultimatum with a timeline. 

I n  1 9 8 7 ,  A f t e r  S o u t h  A f r i c a ’ s 
independence, Tutu said, “it pains us to 
have to admit that there is less freedom 
and personal liberty in most of Africa 
now than there was during the much-
maligned colonial days”. It is likely that 
he was talking about Zimbabwe which 
had just experienced a genocide of 
many Ndebele people in what was to 
be known as the Gukurahundi. 

Tutu did not stop his criticism after 
the end of apartheid nor after he 
became Archbishop Emeritus, a title 
created for h im after retiring as 
Archbishop. He was known to be 
publicly critical of Nelson Mandela’s 
government  espec ia l ly  on  the 
packages that new members of 
parliament got. Tutu made sure to 
criticize ANC policies that he didn’t 
agree with. He never chose silence. He 
criticized government spending on 
armourments, on how Nguni speakers 
were dominating government senior 
positions. He highly criticized Thabo 
Mbeki’s lackadaisical handling of the 
H IV crisis. Tut u criticized Jacob 
Zumba’s “moral standing” as a result of 
rape allegations and corruption 
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sponsored violence. He has rallied 
international support whenever he 
could to give the other perspectives 
that dictators usually try to hide from 
the media and world. He employed a 
multifacted approach because he 
knew words alone would not achieve 
the goal. Pastoral letters alone will not 
stop the Zimbabwean government 
from silencing voices of dissent. 

It is of course unfair and not factual to 
say the clergy in Zimbabwe has not 
done anything in terms of the human 
rights abuses in Zimbabwe. The 
August 2020 very bold pastoral letter, 
The March is Not Ended by the 
Z i m b a b w e  C a t h o l i c  B i s h o p s 
Conference caused a stir resulting in 
h a r s h  r e p r i m a n d i n g  b y  t h e 
government. But this was not the first 
time the clergy had tried to speak out 
in a harsh and very intimidating socio -
political space. According to David 
Kaulem (2010). “Many churches, 
especially those o perating from a 
pro phetic per spective, have been 
guided by values of universal solidarity, 
the common good, respect for life, and 
dignity of the human person – and these 
values have informed their response to 
Z A N U - P F  a n d  t h e i r  h o p e s  f o r 
Z i m b a b w e ' s  f u t u r e . ”  A n d r e w 
Wutawunashe, a church founder 

One of the lessons that can be drawn is 
Desmond Tut u’s consis tency in 
speaking out against human rights 
violations and other misplaced 
government policies. He did not keep 
quiet on one social injustice and then 
speak out on another. He spoke out on 
all social injustices that he deemed 
worthy of exposing. Our Zimbabwean 
clergy has so far not shown this 
consistency which is key in bringing 
d esired results.  To add to th is 
Desmond Tutu has not only used 
words as a weapon against human 
rights violations. Nor has he only taken 
part in Days of Prayers to pray for the 
government of the day to uphold its 
peo ple’s human rig hts.  He has 
participated in many peaceful and 
protests against injustices. He has 
attended funerals of those who would 
have lost their lives due to state 

accusations he was facing. In 2007 he 
criticized SA’s “quiet diplomacy” 
towards Mugabe’s government and 
even called for UN peacekeeping 
forces to be sent to Zimbabwe after 
the 2008 bloody rerun of the President 
election. In 2013 he even declared that 
he would no longer vote for the ANC 
because they had done a poor job of 
abating inequality, violence and 
corruption. 

aligned with ZANU PF came up with 
Faith for the Nation Campaign to try to 
b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  a  p o l a r i z e d 
Zimbabwean nation. The Zimbabwe 
Council of Churches had embarked on 
a s trategy to promote dialogue 
amongst the political leaders. They 
came up with the Zimbabwe We Want 
an honest document that showed the 
achievements and failings of the 
Zimba bwean Government since 
independence. 

Several pastoral letters were issued 
during these times by these church 
bodies especially the ZCBC. According 
to Ezra Chitando, “Prayers Politics and 
Pe a c e :  T h e  C h u rc h ’ s  ro l e  i n  t h e 
Zimba bwean Crises”  One of the 
harshest criticisms of the church in 
Zimbabwe is that the crisis did not 
produce a ‘towering church leader’ in 
the mould of South Africa's Desmond 
Tutu or Frank Chikane. Chitando gave 
examples of Archbishop Pius Ncube, 
Bishop Levee Kadenge and Sifiso 
Mpofu of the Christian Alliance as 
individual church leaders that stepped 
in and spoke truth to power when they 
saw the Church was not doing enough. 
And during the war of liberation 
clergymen such as Bisho p Abel 
Muzorewa were very influential in 
negotiat ions with the colonial 
government. 

In a way one may understand the 
church’s hesitancy to speak out at 
times because the ruthlessness of the 
ruling party has been documented 
since the Gukurahundi. But so was the 
apartheid government which killed, 
imprisonment and assassinated 
thousands but Desmond Tutu knew 
his power, the power of the white 
collar of the clergy. He harnessed this 
power and used it amplify his voice to 
speak about injustice.   

Image credit @ Tutu Foundation
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AMALUNGELO KODZERO 
KNOWLEDGE CENTRE

An E-learning 
Platform for 

Human Rights in Zimbabwe

Amalungelo Kodzero Knowledge Centre (AKKC) is a digital portal 
for human rights education hosted by the Zimbabwe Human 
Rights Association (ZimRights).

It is a pro-tomorrow approach to advancing human rights aimed at 
building a culture of human rights by deepening human rights 
knowledge in communities.

Become a knowledge hub where 
human rig hts educators and 
communities interface for the 
advance of best human rights 
practices.

Provide a one stop centre for 
digital tools for civic engagement 
and human rights education.

Provide collaborative space for 
community facilitators to share 
resources for  human r ig hts 
learning.

Dissemination of human rights 
information for human rights 
activists across the country.

OBJECTIVES

+263 242 707278       info@akkc.org.zw       www.akkc.org.zw


