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ABOUT ZIMRIGHTS
The Zimbabwe Human Rights Association (ZimRights) is Zimbabwe’s first post 

independence indigenous human rights advocacy group established in 1992 as 

an association of ordinary people and registered as a PVO in 1993. 

Over the past 30 years, ZimRights has grown to over 250 000 members across 

the country’s 10 provinces. ZimRights’ 250 000 members work through 8 action 

zones to advance various human rights issues in their communities.
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seeks to achieve the following:

RIGHT TO PEACE ACTION ZONE
The Right to Peace Action Zone works towards empowering communities to 

understand, realise, claim and demand peace as a human right. Under this 

action zone, ZimRights is implementing the Right to Peace campaign. The 

campaign seeks to equip communities with peace building knowledge and 

skills as they work to detect any threats to peace and neutralize them without 

violence. Through the campaign, ZimRights works towards bringing together 

communities and leaders to work together in building sustainable peace at 

local and national level. In line with our vision, we believe that the peace in 

which communities lead in building is more sustainable.

The Right to Peace Action Zone 

Peace is realized in communities as a human right.

Communities resolve and transform conflicts peacefully.

Communities make use of national peace mechanisms, 

which include independent commissions, to address 

issues of peace and human rights violations.

I n d e p e n d e n t  co m m i s s i o n s  a n d  g ove rn m e n t 

departments become part of the active social peace 

architecture.
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ZIMRIGHTS RIGHT TO PEACE STRUCTURES
The ZimRights Right to Peace Campaign operates through 

different structures. These include the following:

At national level, ZimRights has established the National Peace 

Action Committee with representatives from ZimRights’ 11 

regional chapters. Each province is represented by 2 people – 

the Peace Action Coordinator and the Regional Chairperson. 

This PAC was established in June 2020 by the ZimRights 

National Council. The Committee started the work of 

developing the national framework for peace action initiatives. 

The committee, working with a number of experts produced a 

manual titled – The Right to Peace: A Citizens’ Guide to Human 

Rights and Peace Building in Zimbabwe. The Right to Peace 

Manual has become the premier guide for ZimRights’ peace 

building interventions.

Local Peace Action Committees
The National Peace Action Committee resolved at the 2021 

Peace Summit to establish local Peace Action Committees in 

each province, to be further devolved to district level. By January 

2022, three local Peace Action Committees have been 

established in three provinces – Masvingo, Bulawayo and 

Matabeleland South. These committees undertake various local  

Peace Action Committees (PAC)
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The Summit is a learning opportunity for peace activists who share and 

exchange knowledge on the work being done at local level. The summit also 

brings in international civil society partners and the United Nations to share 

good practice in advancing peace and human rights.

RIGHT TO PEACE KEY ACTIVITIES
The Right to Peace Summit: Every two years, ZimRights convenes a Right to 

Peace Summit, bringing together 11 Peace Action Committees to reflect on the 

state of peace in their communities.

initiatives, including peace monitoring, mediation, peace gardens, training and 

mobilisation. Through peace gardens, local peace action committees use these 

initiatives to bring together members of the community, encouraging them to 

work together while providing a platform for them to freely discuss issues 

affecting peace and human rights in their community.

The PAC also works to support local participation in national peace initiatives. 

Through reflective sessions, the PACs contribute to the compilation of 

ZimRights Annual Peace Action Report – The State of Peace Report.
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Establishment of Peace Gardens 

Peace Monitoring and Advocacy Meetings

Right to Peace Masterclass for Community Activists

ZimRights supports the establishment and revival of community 

peace gardens through the provision of garden construction material. 

Peace gardens become peace dialogue convening platforms. In these 

gardens, communities tackle often difficult subjects while advancing 

food security, harmony and cooperation in line with Johan Galtung’s 

peace formula.

As individuals or as groups, members of the Right to Peace Action 

Zone serve their communities by monitoring in their communities 

and documenting any aspects that have a bearing to the enjoyment of 

peace. Through various ZimRights channels, monitoring reports are 

used for advocacy, engagement and dialogue. The Secretariat 

regularly convenes reflective sessions with groups where tools are 

used to compile information. This information is also used to compile 

The Right to Peace Masterclass is a six-day course delivered by 

ZimRights aimed at equipping community activists with essential 

knowledge, skills and tools to enable them to be key actors in realising 

peace as a right in their communities. The Masterclass empowers 

them to harness local resources and innovations to catalyse 

sustainable peace in their communities. An abridged version of this 

course can be arranged with special groups upon request.
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New and prospective ZimRights members are oriented on the Right 

to Peace campaign and are mobilized to participate. The trainings 

discuss the importance of peace and how the participants can 

contribute to conflict transformation in their communities and the 

nation at large.

the annual State of Peace Report.

Conflict transformation, leadership, 
human rights monitoring and advocacy
Local leaders are equipped with knowledge and skills on leadership, 

conflict transformation, using the Right to Peace Manual, monitoring, 

documentation and advocacy against human rights violations. 

ZimRights extends the trainings on human rights violations 

monitoring, documentation and advocacy to community activists. 

The trainings assist communities to gather evidence and file reports in 

acceptable format.

resolution and peaceful coexistence 
Membership recruitment, conflict 

Capacity assessments and capacity development for peace 

structures: ZimRights engages with peace structures to understand 

their needs and to develop the skills they need in order to effectively 

carry out their duties.

RIGHT TO PEACE ACTION ZONE6



A report, “State of Peace Report: Community Peacebuilding 

Action Report 2021” highlights the peace status in communities. 

The data was captured from consultative dialogues that were 

conducted with the object of establishing the state of peace and 

cohesion in communities.

RESOURCES
A manual, “The Right to Peace: A Citizens’ Guide to Human Rights 

and Peacebuilding in Zimbabwe” was developed in 2020. It 

provides ordinary citizens and community peace builders with an 

easy-toread and user-friendly manual for peacebuilding. The 

manual emphasizes on the relationship between conflict, human 

rights and peace building. Trained peace committees and peace 

garden committees use the manual as a peacebuilding resource.

Everyone has the right to enjoy 
peace such that all human rights 
are promoted and protected, and 

development is fully realised.

DECLARATION ON RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO PEACE,
UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 1984.
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When you become a member of ZimRights, and you 

choose the Right to Peace Action Zone as your 

primary arena for action, all  the resources 

mentioned here will be made available to you. Use 

these tools to become a peace activist in your 

community and contribute through various 

platforms. Through the Secretariat, you can 

enhance your peace action skills by registering for 

the next Right to Peace Masterclass which will give 

you the basic grounding for peace action. We look 

forward to supporting your good work.

WHAT TO DO NOW
There are many ways to plug into this initiative. If you 

are an active member of ZimRights, keep watch of 

the activities that are coming to your area. Stay in 

touch with your local chapter so that you do not lose 

these opportunities. Also watch our social media 

platforms.

If you are not a member of ZimRights, this is 

probably the best time to join ZimRights and start 

interactive with the Right to Peace Action Zone. 

Write to membership@zimrights.org.zw or use 

other details at the end of this document.



Without peace, it is impossible 
to observe human rights. Without 

human rights, development 
is compromised.”

DZIKAMAI BERE, ZIMRIGHTS NATIONAL DIRECTOR

HEAD OFFICE

90 S. V.  Muzenda Street, Harare

ZimRights House, 

Tel: +263 242 707278 / 705898

Email: info@zimrights.org.zw

Tel: +263 2922 61826 / 63721

Email: bulawayo@zimrights.org.zw

BULAWAYO OFFICE

136B ESAT House, Fort Street, 

12th and 13th Avenue, Bulawayo S. Mazorodze, 2nd Floor, Masvingo

ZIMRE Centre, Cnr Hughes/ 

Tel: +263 392 266224

MASVINGO OFFICE

Email: masvingo@zimrights.org.zw

www.zimrights.org.zw

Toll Free- Econet: 08080 487

 RIGHN TA SM  AU SH S
E O

CW IB A

A T

B IO

M NI
Z

1 9 9 2 - 2 0 2 2

30 YEARS O
F G

RA
SSRO

O
TS ORGANISIGN

W/O 3/93
CAMPAIGNERS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10

